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1 Smooth de Rham cohomology

Throughout this topic, a smooth manifold is finite-dimensional, Hausdorff, second countable,
and without boundary unless explicitly stated otherwise. In particular, it is paracompact and
admits smooth partitions of unity. The word closed, when applied to a manifold, means compact
without boundary. Connectedness is not assumed. Forms have real coefficients unless stated
otherwise; smooth forms are denoted by Ak(M).

Where compactness enters. The smooth de Rham complex, the Poincaré lemma, the fine
resolution, and the comparison with singular cohomology require neither compactness nor an
orientation or a metric. Pointwise metric and star formulas are also independent of compactness.
A global L2 pairing requires square integrability; compactness makes every smooth form square-
integrable. The global Hodge and Green-operator theorems proved below assume a compact
Riemannian manifold without boundary. We use an orientation to express the star as an operator
on ordinary forms and to write integration pairings; the Hodge theorem itself can also be
formulated on a nonorientable closed manifold using the Riemannian density. Within these
compact theorems, connectedness is needed only for claims that harmonic functions, or harmonic
top forms, have one scalar parameter over the whole manifold.

1.1 The complex and its quotient spaces

For an n-manifold M , put

Ak(M) = Γ(M,ΛkT ∗M), Ak(M) = 0 if k < 0 or k > n.

At a point p, a k-form is an alternating k-linear function on TpM ; a smooth form is a smoothly
varying family of such functions. In coordinates x1, . . . , xn, write

α =
∑

i1<···<ik

αi1···ik
dxi1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxik .

The exterior derivative is given by

dα =
∑

i1<···<ik

n∑
j=1

∂αi1···ik

∂xj
dxj ∧ dxi1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxik . (1.1)

It satisfies d2 = 0 and the graded Leibniz rule

d(α ∧ β) = dα ∧ β + (−1)kα ∧ dβ, α ∈ Ak(M).

For every smooth map F : M → N , one has dF ∗ = F ∗d. These identities give the de Rham
complex

0 −→ A0(M) d−→ A1(M) d−→ · · · d−→ An(M) −→ 0. (1.2)

We denote this smooth complex by (A•(M), d), reserving Ω for holomorphic or algebraic differ-
ential forms in later lectures. Its terms are global smooth sections. The corresponding sheaf of
smooth k-forms is Ak

M , with Γ(M,Ak
M ) = Ak(M).

Definition 1.1. A form is closed if dα = 0 and exact if α = dβ. The kth de Rham cohomology
is

Hk
dR(M) = ker(d : Ak(M)→ Ak+1(M))

im(d : Ak−1(M)→ Ak(M)) .

Thus [α] = [α′] precisely when α′ − α = dβ. In degree zero, H0
dR(M) consists of locally constant

functions.
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The quotient remembers what cannot be changed by adding an exact form. It does not, by itself,
specify a representative. The possible representatives of [α] form the affine space α+ dAk−1(M).
The wedge product induces a graded-commutative product

[α] [β] = [α ∧ β], [α] [β] = (−1)kℓ[β] [α].

For example, if dβ = 0, then (α+ dγ) ∧ β − α ∧ β = d(γ ∧ β). This verifies independence of the
first representative; the other factor is handled in the same way.

Example 1.2 (Two coordinate calculations). On R2, if α = P dx+Qdy, then

dα = (Qx − Py) dx ∧ dy.

Thus closedness is the integrability condition Qx = Py for df = α. On R3,

d(xz dy + y2 dz) = z dx ∧ dy + (2y − x) dy ∧ dz.

These calculations require a smooth structure and coordinates, but no metric.

1.2 Poincaré lemma and an explicit homotopy operator

Proposition 1.3 (Homotopy formula). Let F : [0, 1] ×M → N be a smooth homotopy and
ft(x) = F (t, x). There is a degree −1 operator K : Ak(N)→ Ak−1(M) such that

f∗
1 − f∗

0 = dK +Kd. (1.3)

Proof. Decompose the pullback uniquely as

F ∗α = αt + dt ∧ βt, Kα =
∫ 1

0
βt dt.

Here αt and βt are forms on M of degrees k and k − 1, respectively. The product differential
gives

dF ∗α = dMαt + dt ∧ (∂tαt − dMβt).

Since F ∗dα = dF ∗α, integrating its dt coefficient gives

Kdα = α1 − α0 − dM

∫ 1

0
βt dt,

which is the claimed identity. For k = 0, set Kα = 0; the same calculation reads Kdα =
f∗

1α− f∗
0α.

Theorem 1.4 (Poincaré lemma). If U ⊂ Rn is open and star-shaped about the origin, then
H0

dR(U) = R and Hk
dR(U) = 0 for k > 0. In particular, every closed positive-degree form is

locally exact on any smooth manifold.

Proof. Use F (t, x) = tx. The map f1 is the identity and f0 is constant. The pullback by f0
vanishes in positive degree, so for a closed k-form with k > 0, equation (1.3) gives α = dKα. For
a function f , the identity instead reads f − f(0) = Kdf . Consequently df = 0 implies that f is
constant, which proves degree zero. Every point has a coordinate neighborhood corresponding to
a ball, so the same argument gives the local assertion.
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For actual calculations, the radial operator can be written without any notation about pullbacks:

(Kα)x(v1, . . . , vk−1) =
∫ 1

0
tk−1αtx(x, v1, . . . , vk−1) dt, k ≥ 1. (1.4)

The vectors on the right are identified by the usual trivialization of TRn. In particular, for
α =

∑
aj(x) dxj ,

Kα(x) =
∫ 1

0

∑
j

xjaj(tx) dt.

For α = y dx+ x dy, this gives Kα =
∫ 1

0 2txy dt = xy, and indeed d(xy) = α. For the constant
two-form dx ∧ dy, it gives K(dx ∧ dy) = 1

2(x dy − y dx), whose differential is dx ∧ dy.
Equation (1.3) also shows that smoothly homotopic maps induce the same map on de Rham
cohomology: on a closed form their pullbacks differ by dKα. We will use this observation to
reduce the punctured plane to a circle.

Example 1.5 (Local primitives on a torus). Let q : R2 → T 2 = R2/Z2 be the quotient map.
Every sufficiently small coordinate disk U ⊂ T 2 has a lift sU : U → R2. The functions xU = x◦sU

and yU = y◦sU are well-defined on U , and the global forms denoted by dx, dy restrict to dxU , dyU .
Thus dx has a primitive in every such disk. On each connected component of an overlap, two
lifts differ by a lattice translation, so

xU − xV = mUV , yU − yV = nUV , mUV , nUV ∈ Z.

These locally constant differences explain how derivatives can agree even when the primitives
do not. Continuing a local primitive for dx once around the horizontal circle increases it by 1;
it cannot be a global real-valued function. Its primitive upstairs is the coordinate function x,
which is smooth on R2 but is not periodic.
The same issue occurs in degree two. Upstairs, dx ∧ dy = d(x dy), but x dy changes by dy under
the horizontal translation. Local exactness is a statement about sufficiently small charts, and
does not require these primitives to be periodic. This is the precise distinction that the sheaf
resolution below will encode.

1.3 A resolution and the comparison with singular cohomology

Let RM denote the sheaf of locally constant real functions, and let Ak
M denote the sheaf

U 7→ Ak(U). The distinction between a sheaf and its global sections matters here: local
primitives need not patch to a global primitive. The Poincaré lemma is exactly the assertion that

0 −→ RM −→ A0
M

d−→ A1
M

d−→ · · · d−→ An
M −→ 0 (1.5)

is an exact sequence of sheaves: exactness is checked on germs near each point. Such an exact
sequence is called a resolution of RM .
The sheaves Ak

M are fine. Concretely, for any locally finite open cover, multiplication by a
subordinate smooth partition of unity gives sheaf endomorphisms supported in the respective
open sets, whose sum is the identity. Fine sheaves on a paracompact Hausdorff space are acyclic
for global sections:

Hq(M,Ak
M ) = 0 (q > 0).

This is the partition-of-unity input that makes the following homological algebra theorem
applicable.

4



Hodge Theory / Topic 1 Course notes

Remark 1.6 (Why a partition of unity does not remove the torus obstruction). In Example 1.5,
let (ρU ) be a smooth partition of unity subordinate to the coordinate disks. The locally defined
products ρUxU , extended by zero, give a global function f =

∑
U ρUxU . Its derivative is

df =
∑
U

ρU dxU +
∑
U

xU dρU = dx+
∑
U

xU dρU .

The additional term need not vanish: although
∑

U dρU = 0, the different xU are not one common
function. If a denotes the positive horizontal circle, the extra term has period −1 around a,
since

∫
a df = 0 and

∫
a dx = 1. Fine sheaves therefore let us compute global cohomology from the

resolution; they do not make the global de Rham complex exact. The nonzero class of dx is the
obstruction to patching its local primitives.

Theorem 1.7 (Acyclic resolution theorem). Let F be a sheaf of real vector spaces on a space X.
Suppose 0→ F → E0 → E1 → · · · is exact and Hq(X, Ej) = 0 for every q > 0 and j ≥ 0. Then
there are canonical isomorphisms

Hk(X,F) ∼= Hk(Γ(X, E•)
)
.

Here sheaf cohomology means the right derived functors of Γ(X,−). This is the sheaf form of
Leray’s acyclicity lemma [1, Lemma 13.16.7, Tag 015E].

One can see the mechanism by putting Z0 = F and Zj = ker(Ej → Ej+1) for j ≥ 1. The short
exact sequences 0→ Zj → Ej → Zj+1 → 0 give, for k ≥ 1,

Γ(X,Zk)
im Γ(X, Ek−1)

∼= H1(X,Zk−1) ∼= · · · ∼= Hk(X,F).

The first quotient is precisely the cohomology of the global complex. Applying the theorem
to (1.5) therefore gives

Hk
dR(M) ∼= Hk(M,RM ). (1.6)

There is a second standard comparison theorem: on a paracompact, locally contractible Hausdorff
space, sheaf cohomology of the constant sheaf agrees with singular cohomology. A smooth manifold
satisfies these hypotheses. Together the two comparisons give the de Rham isomorphism

Hk
dR(M) ∼= Hk

sing(M ;R). (1.7)

For this comparison and its identification with integration, see [2, Chapter 5]. We now make the
map explicit.
Let C∞

k (M ;R) be the real vector space generated by smooth singular simplices σ : ∆k → M ;
smoothness means smoothness up to the boundary, locally extending across the faces. Define

I : Ak(M) −→ Ck
∞(M ;R), I(α)(σ) =

∫
∆k
σ∗α.

For k = 0, this is evaluation at the point σ. With the singular coboundary convention (δc)(σ) =
c(∂σ), Stokes’ theorem gives the calculation

I(dα)(σ) =
∫

∆k+1
dσ∗α =

∫
∂∆k+1

σ∗α = δI(α)(σ). (1.8)

Thus integration is a cochain map. In particular, the period
∫

c α of a closed form depends only
on [α] and the smooth singular homology class [c].
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The smoothing comparison theorem says that the inclusion of smooth singular chains into
continuous singular chains induces an isomorphism on homology and, by restriction, on real
cohomology. Integration therefore yields

Hk
dR(M) I−−→ Hk(C•

∞(M ;R)) restriction←−−−−−−∼=
Hk

sing(M ;R).

The de Rham theorem asserts that the left arrow is also an isomorphism; the resulting map to
ordinary singular cohomology is precisely (1.7). In a sheaf proof, integration is compatible with
restriction and induces the identity on locally constant functions in degree zero. Comparison of
resolutions then identifies it with the canonical map above. A full proof uses a suitable sheaf
resolution of singular cochains; the assignment of ordinary singular cochains to open sets is not
itself a sheaf.
Remark 1.8. Integration is canonical and natural under smooth pullback. The induced isomor-
phism is an isomorphism of graded rings, matching the wedge product with the singular cup
product. This multiplicativity is an assertion on cohomology; the usual simplex integration map
does not in general take a wedge product to the usual cup product as an equality of cochains. No
compactness, orientation on M , or metric is used in these comparisons: integration takes place
over compact oriented simplices, even when M is noncompact or nonorientable. The comparison
does not imply that the cohomology of a noncompact manifold is finite dimensional.

1.4 The punctured plane: a period detects the hole

On U = R2 \ {0}, define the normalized angular form

η = 1
2π
−y dx+ x dy

x2 + y2 . (1.9)

Writing the unnormalized coefficients as P = −y/(x2 + y2) and Q = x/(x2 + y2), one obtains

Qx = y2 − x2

(x2 + y2)2 = Py, dη = 0.

For the positively oriented unit circle γ(t) = (cos t, sin t), 0 ≤ t ≤ 2π,

γ∗η = dt

2π ,
∫

γ
η = 1.

An exact form integrates to zero on a closed curve, so η is not exact. Locally it is dθ/(2π); a
single-valued global angle would contradict its nonzero period.
For the complete calculation, the smooth homotopy F (t, x) = ((1− t) + t/|x|)x retracts U onto
S1. On the circle a one-form pulls back to a(t) dt with a a 2π-periodic function. If c =

∫ 2π
0 a(t) dt,

then
f(t) =

∫ t

0

(
a(s)− c

2π

)
ds

is periodic and a(t) dt = c dt/(2π) + df . Consequently

Hk
dR(U) =


R[1], k = 0,
R[η], k = 1,
0, k ≥ 2.

(1.10)

Every closed one-form on U is cη + df , with c =
∫

γ α; the function f is unique up to a constant.
The coordinate expression for η is useful, but smooth topology alone does not privilege it over
η + df .
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1.5 The square torus and the absence of a preferred representative

Write
T 2 = C/(Z + iZ) = R2/Z2, z = x+ iy.

Thus the notation C/Z2 means that the abstract group Z2 has been embedded as the lattice
generated by 1 and i. The functions x, y do not descend to real-valued functions on T 2, whereas
dx, dy do, since they are invariant under lattice translations.
Let a(t) = (t, 0) and b(t) = (0, t), with 0 ≤ t ≤ 1, denote the two fundamental loops. If α is
closed, put A =

∫
a α and B =

∫
b α. Its pullback to R2 has a primitive F by the Poincaré lemma.

Since dF is periodic, each difference F (x+ 1, y)− F (x, y) and F (x, y + 1)− F (x, y) is constant;
evaluating on the fundamental loops gives A and B, respectively. Hence f = F − Ax− By is
periodic and descends to the torus. This proves the explicit normal form

α = Adx+B dy + df. (1.11)

The period matrix of dx, dy on a, b is the identity, so these two classes are independent.
There is an equally explicit calculation in degree two. For a periodic function h(x, y), set

c =
∫ 1

0

∫ 1

0
h(x, y) dx dy, m(y) =

∫ 1

0
h(x, y) dx,

P (x, y) =
∫ x

0
(h(s, y)−m(y)) ds, Q(y) =

∫ y

0
(m(t)− c) dt.

Both P and Q are periodic, and direct differentiation gives

h dx ∧ dy = c dx ∧ dy + d(P dy −Qdx).

Since
∫

T 2 dx ∧ dy = 1, the constant term is exact only if c = 0. We have therefore computed the
entire ring:

H•
dR(T 2) = Λ•⟨[dx], [dy]⟩, (b0, b1, b2) = (1, 2, 1). (1.12)

For instance, dx+ d(sin(2πx)) = (1 + 2π cos(2πx)) dx has exactly the same periods and class as
dx.
Remark 1.9 (What “no canonical representative” means). The lattice presentation supplies an
affine structure, which singles out constant-coefficient forms. This is extra structure beyond the
underlying smooth manifold. Indeed, suppose a representative of [dx] were invariant under all
diffeomorphisms isotopic to the identity. Invariance under all torus translations would force its
coefficients to be constant, and its periods would force it to equal dx. But the diffeomorphism

ϕ(x, y) = (x+ ε sin(2πx), y), 0 < |ε| < 1
2π ,

is isotopic to the identity and satisfies ϕ∗dx = dx + d(ε sin(2πx)) ̸= dx. Thus there is no
such diffeomorphism-natural representative of this class from the smooth structure alone. On
a compact manifold without boundary, a Riemannian metric will select a unique harmonic
representative.

1.6 Orientation, volume forms, and Poincaré duality

An orientation specifies which ordered bases of TpM are positive. On an oriented n-manifold, a
positive volume form is a nowhere-zero n-form µ that evaluates positively on every positive basis.
Such a form can be chosen without a metric, but an orientation does not determine one: if f > 0
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is smooth, then fµ is another choice. For a compact oriented manifold without boundary, Stokes’
theorem gives ∫

M
dγ = 0,

∫
M

: Hn
dR(M) −→ R.

If M is connected, this last map is an isomorphism. In particular, µ/
∫

M µ represents the uniquely
normalized top-degree class, although its differential-form representative still depends on µ. If
M has several connected components, integrate over each component: this identifies Hn

dR(M)
with one copy of R per component. The total integral alone is then not injective. Compactness
makes the number of components finite.
Example 1.10 (Changing a volume form on the torus). On the oriented square torus, take

µε = (1 + ε cos(2πx)) dx ∧ dy, |ε| < 1.

This is a positive volume form with total volume 1, and

µε − dx ∧ dy = d

(
ε

2π sin(2πx) dy
)
.

Thus all these forms represent the same normalized top-degree class. The primitive is now periodic,
unlike x dy in Example 1.5. The zero integral of the difference is exactly the solvability condition
found in the explicit degree-two computation above. After a metric is chosen, harmonicity will
select a particular representative of this normalized class.
Example 1.11 (The sphere before introducing a metric). Orient S2 ⊂ R3 by its outward normal.
The restriction

ω = (x dy ∧ dz + y dz ∧ dx+ z dx ∧ dy)|S2

is positive: at p ∈ S2, ωp(v, w) = det(p, v, w). Using p = (sin θ cosφ, sin θ sinφ, cos θ), one
calculates

ω = sin θ dθ ∧ dφ,
∫

S2
ω =

∫ 2π

0

∫ π

0
sin θ dθ dφ = 4π.

The Cartesian expression is smooth at the poles, where these coordinates break down. By the de
Rham theorem and the usual cohomology of S2, H1

dR(S2) = 0 and H2
dR(S2) = R[ω/(4π)]. Thus

every closed one-form on S2 is exact, and a two-form is exact precisely when its integral is zero.
Theorem 1.12 (Poincaré duality in de Rham form). Let M be a compact oriented n-manifold
without boundary. The pairing

Hk
dR(M)×Hn−k

dR (M) −→ R, ([α], [β]) 7−→
∫

M
α ∧ β (1.13)

is nondegenerate. Equivalently, it identifies Hk
dR(M) with the dual vector space of Hn−k

dR (M).

Well-definedness follows immediately from the Leibniz rule and Stokes: if dβ = 0, then
∫

M dγ∧β =∫
M d(γ ∧ β) = 0. The nondegeneracy is the substantive theorem; later in this topic the Hodge

star will give a short proof once harmonic representatives exist. On the oriented square torus it
is already explicit: ∫

T 2
(Adx+B dy) ∧ (C dx+Ddy) = AD −BC.

The matrix in the basis [dx], [dy] is
( 0 1

−1 0
)
, which is invertible. On S2, the classes [1] and [ω/(4π)]

pair to 1.
Remark 1.13 (Why compactness appears). The punctured plane has H0 = R but H2 = 0, so
the displayed ordinary cohomology pairing cannot be nondegenerate there. For an oriented
manifold without boundary that is not compact, the appropriate version pairs Hk

dR(M) with
compactly supported cohomology Hn−k

dR,c(M) by the same integral. The compact support makes
the integral finite and permits Stokes’ theorem. Here Hj

dR,c(M) = Hj(A•
c(M), d), where Aj

c(M)
consists of compactly supported smooth forms. This support condition is also different from
square integrability, which will enter when a metric is introduced.
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2 A metric on forms and the Hodge star

The de Rham complex needs a smooth structure; integration of top-degree forms additionally
needs an orientation. A Riemannian metric supplies lengths, angles, a volume density, and a
pointwise inner product on forms; an orientation turns the density into a volume form. None
of these constructions requires compactness or completeness. On a compact manifold without
boundary, they will ultimately select a unique harmonic representative of each cohomology class.

2.1 Pointwise inner products come first

Let (Mm, g) be a Riemannian manifold. At each point p, the metric is an inner product on the
finite-dimensional vector space TpM . The musical isomorphisms are

v♭ = g(v, ·), ξ♯ = (♭)−1ξ,

and the induced inner product on T ∗
pM is

⟨ξ, η⟩g = g(ξ♯, η♯).

In coordinates, write g =
∑
gij dx

i ⊗ dxj and let (gij) = (gij)−1. Then

⟨dxi, dxj⟩g = gij ,

∣∣∣∣∣∑
i

ai dx
i

∣∣∣∣∣
2

g

=
∑
i,j

gijaiaj . (2.1)

Thus the metric on covectors uses the inverse matrix. For example, if g = a2dx2 + b2dy2, then
|dx|g = a−1 and |dy|g = b−1; the orthonormal coframe is (a dx, b dy).
On ΛkT ∗

pM , the induced inner product is characterized by〈
ξ1 ∧ · · · ∧ ξk, η1 ∧ · · · ∧ ηk

〉
g

= det
(
⟨ξi, ηj⟩g

)k
i,j=1, (2.2)

extended bilinearly. If (e1, . . . , em) is an orthonormal coframe, then the increasing wedge products
eI = ei1 ∧ · · · ∧ eik form an orthonormal basis. Consequently, if α =

∑
I aIe

I and β =
∑

I bIe
I ,

then
⟨α, β⟩g =

∑
I

aIbI , |α|2g =
∑

I

a2
I .

These are statements in a single fiber. For smooth forms, p 7→ ⟨αp, βp⟩g is a smooth function on
M , not yet a number obtained by integrating over M .
Suppose also that M is oriented. There is a unique smooth top form dVg whose value on every
positively oriented orthonormal tangent frame is 1. In positive coordinates,

dVg =
√

det(gij) dx1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxm; dVg = e1 ∧ · · · ∧ em (2.3)

in a positive orthonormal coframe. In particular |dVg|g = 1. Every top form is uniquely f dVg and
has pointwise norm |f |. The metric chooses this particular positive volume form; the orientation
alone does not.

2.2 Definition and algebra of the star

Definition 2.1 (Hodge star). On an oriented Riemannian m-manifold, the Hodge star is the
pointwise linear map ∗ : ΛkT ∗

pM → Λm−kT ∗
pM determined by

α ∧ ∗β = ⟨α, β⟩g dVg (α, β ∈ ΛkT ∗
pM). (2.4)

Applying it at every point gives ∗ : Ak(M)→ Am−k(M).

9
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Here is an explicit construction, which proves existence and uniqueness. Choose a positive
orthonormal coframe, let Ic be the increasing complement of I, and let ε(I) be the sign of the
permutation (I, Ic) of (1, . . . ,m). Then

∗eI = ε(I)eIc
. (2.5)

Indeed, eJ ∧∗eI = δIJdVg. This both verifies the defining identity and determines each coefficient
of ∗eI uniquely. Uniqueness makes the construction independent of the chosen coframe. The
coefficients vary smoothly with g, so ∗ sends smooth forms to smooth forms. It is a pointwise,
order-zero operator: ∗(fα) = f ∗ α, even when f is nonconstant.

Proposition 2.2 (Basic identities). For real k-forms α, β,

∗1 = dVg, ∗dVg = 1, (2.6)
∗2α = (−1)k(m−k)α, ⟨∗α, ∗β⟩g = ⟨α, β⟩g, (2.7)

α ∧ ∗β = β ∧ ∗α, α ∧ ∗α = |α|2gdVg. (2.8)

Proof. The complement formula sends an orthonormal basis to an orthonormal basis with possible
signs, proving the isometry assertion. Applying it twice exchanges a block of k indices with a
block of m − k indices, giving the sign (−1)k(m−k). The remaining statements follow directly
from the defining identity and the symmetry of the real inner product.

Reversing orientation replaces dVg by −dVg and therefore replaces ∗ by −∗. A different transfor-
mation is a conformal change of metric: if g̃ = e2ug with the same orientation, then

|α|2
g̃

= e−2ku|α|2g, dVg̃ = emudVg, ∗g̃
∣∣
Ak = e(m−2k)u ∗g . (2.9)

The first identity follows from the inverse metric and the determinant formula; substitution in
the defining identity proves the third. In middle degree m = 2k, the star depends only on the
conformal class.
Remark 2.3 (Complex forms and the conjugation convention). Unless otherwise indicated, forms
in this topic are real. On complex forms we extend ∗ complex linearly, and use the Hermitian
inner product linear in its first argument. Thus the defining identity becomes

α ∧ ∗β = ⟨α, β⟩g dVg.

In an orthonormal coframe the inner product is
∑

I aIbI . Conjugation belongs in the second
argument of the pairing, not in the definition of the complex-linear star.

2.3 From pointwise lengths to the global L2 inner product

On any Riemannian manifold, the following formula defines an inner product on square-integrable
smooth forms. With a chosen orientation it can also be written using the star:

(α, β)L2 =
∫

M
⟨α, β⟩g dVg =

∫
M
α ∧ ∗β, ∥α∥2L2 =

∫
M
|α|2g dVg. (2.10)

The conjugation can be omitted for real forms. The pointwise quantity |αp|g measures a covector
at p; the global quantity ∥α∥L2 is one number measuring the whole field. If the latter vanishes
for a smooth form, continuity forces the form to vanish everywhere, so this is positive definite.
Although the oriented formula uses ∗, the inner product is independent of orientation: reversing
orientation changes both ∗ and oriented integration by a minus sign. The density expression also
defines it on a nonorientable manifold. No boundary condition is needed to define this norm.
Compactness enters only when we want every smooth form to have finite norm.

10
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On a compact manifold, the space Ak(M) with this norm is usually not complete. For instance,
smooth approximations to the characteristic function of an arc on S1 converge in L2 to a
discontinuous function. Its Hilbert space completion is denoted L2Ak(M) and consists of
measurable, square-integrable forms, identified when equal almost everywhere. Differentiation
on this completion requires a domain and additional regularity; it is not an everywhere-defined
continuous linear map on L2. On a noncompact manifold the same Hilbert space is obtained
by completing Ak

c (M), the compactly supported smooth forms, or all square-integrable smooth
forms. One cannot complete unrestricted Ak(M) in this norm, since some of its elements have
infinite integral. Finite total volume does not by itself make every smooth form square-integrable;
an unbounded form may still have divergent norm.

2.4 Flat tori: lengths, energies, and the choice of lattice

Example 2.4 (The rectangular torus, with coordinates of period one). Put T 2 = R2/Z2 and
choose the metric g = A2dx2 + B2dy2, where A,B > 0 are constants. Its two coordinate
circles have lengths A,B; the coordinates still have period 1. The positive orthonormal coframe
(Adx,B dy) gives

dVg = AB dx ∧ dy, ∗dx = B

A
dy, ∗dy = −A

B
dx, ∗(dx ∧ dy) = 1

AB
. (2.11)

For α = P (x, y)dx+Q(x, y)dy, with periodic coefficients,

|α(x,y)|2g = P (x, y)2

A2 + Q(x, y)2

B2 , (2.12)

∥α∥2L2 =
∫ 1

0

∫ 1

0

(
B

A
P (x, y)2 + A

B
Q(x, y)2

)
dx dy. (2.13)

In particular ∥1∥2 = AB, ∥dx∥2 = B/A, ∥dy∥2 = A/B, and ∥dx ∧ dy∥2 = 1/(AB). These global
squared norms include the volume factor; they are not the corresponding pointwise squared
norms.
For a nonconstant test take η = sin(2πx) dx = d(− cos(2πx)/(2π)). Then

|η(x,y)|2g = sin2(2πx)
A2 , ∥η∥2L2 = B

2A, (dx, η)L2 = 0.

The pointwise norm vanishes along two circles, while the global norm is positive. On the square
torus A = B = 1 this gives ∥dx+ η∥2 = 3/2 and ∥dx∥2 = 1, even though these forms have the
same cohomology class.
This calculation has a general explanation. If h = c1 dx+ c2 dy has constant coefficients and f is
periodic, then

(h, df)L2 = B

A
c1

∫
[0,1]2

fx dx dy + A

B
c2

∫
[0,1]2

fy dx dy = 0.

Opposite sides of the square cancel each integral. Thus

∥h+ df∥2L2 = ∥h∥2L2 + ∥df∥2L2 . (2.14)

Together with (1.11), this already proves that c1 dx+ c2 dy is the unique form of least L2 norm in
its class. Uniqueness here is uniqueness of the form: f itself is determined only up to a constant.
Once the formal adjoint is defined, this orthogonality to all df will become the equation d∗h = 0.
It is the first concrete appearance of the condition that defines a harmonic representative.
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Example 2.5 (An oblique complex torus). Let τ = a+ ib with b > 0, and write

Tτ = C/(Z + τZ), z = x+ τy, (x, y) ∈ R2/Z2.

The Euclidean metric |dz|2 on C descends to

g = (dx+ a dy)2 + b2dy2 = dx2 + 2a dx dy + (a2 + b2)dy2, dVg = b dx ∧ dy.

Use the positive orthonormal coframe e1 = dx+ a dy, e2 = b dy. Since ∗e1 = e2 and ∗e2 = −e1,
solving back for dx, dy gives

∗dx = a

b
dx+ a2 + b2

b
dy, ∗dy = −1

b
dx− a

b
dy, ∗(dx ∧ dy) = 1

b
. (2.15)

The global L2 Gram matrix in the period-normalized basis dx, dy is(
(dx, dx) (dx, dy)
(dy, dx) (dy, dy)

)
L2

= 1
b

(
a2 + b2 −a
−a 1

)
. (2.16)

For example, τ = 1+ i gives ∗dx = dx+2dy, ∗dy = −dx−dy, and ∥c dx+d dy∥2 = 2c2−2cd+d2.
The off-diagonal term records that the period-normalized coordinate covectors are not orthogonal.
The period pairing is still

∫
Tτ
dx ∧ dy = 1; it is independent of these metric data.

With the complex-linear convention for ∗, we obtain

dz = dx+ τ dy = e1 + ie2, ∗dz = −i dz, ∗dz = i dz, ∥dz∥2L2 = 2b. (2.17)

The periods of dz on the two coordinate loops are 1, τ ; dz descends although z does not. All the
displayed constant forms are closed, and their stars have constant coefficients and are closed.
After defining d∗, we will conclude that they are harmonic; the Fourier argument in Corollary 3.12
will prove that there are no other harmonic forms for a flat torus. The same reasoning applies to
the rectangular metric above. Thus these calculations provide explicit candidates for harmonic
representatives before invoking the general analytic existence theorem.

2.5 Calculations in the plane and in three dimensions

Example 2.6 (The oriented Euclidean plane). For g = dx2 + dy2 and orientation dx ∧ dy,

∗1 = dx ∧ dy, ∗dx = dy, ∗dy = −dx, ∗(dx ∧ dy) = 1.

Hence ∗(a dx + b dy) = −b dx + a dy and ∗2 = −1 on one-forms. For the nonconstant form
α = x dy − y dx,

∗α = −x dx− y dy = −1
2d(x2 + y2), |α|2 = x2 + y2.

On the disk DR, polar integration gives

∥α∥2L2(DR) =
∫ 2π

0

∫ R

0
r2 r dr dϕ = πR4

2 .

The star differentiates no coefficient: the derivative in the displayed expression for ∗α is simply a
convenient way to recognize that form.

Example 2.7 (A coordinate coframe need not be orthonormal). Let g = E dx2+2F dx dy+Gdy2,
where E > 0 and D = EG− F 2 > 0, and orient the chart by dx ∧ dy. Using the inverse metric
in the definition gives

∗dx = F dx+Gdy√
D

, ∗dy = −E dx+ F dy√
D

, ∗(dx ∧ dy) = 1√
D
. (2.18)
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For example, g = dx2 + 2 dx dy + 2dy2 = (dx + dy)2 + dy2 has positive orthonormal coframe
(dx+ dy, dy) and dVg = dx ∧ dy. Here

∗dx = dx+ 2dy, ∗dy = −dx− dy.

For β = x dx+ y dy this yields

∗β = (x− y)dx+ (2x− y)dy, β ∧ ∗β = (2x2 − 2xy + y2)dx ∧ dy.

The coefficient is exactly |β|2g, computed using g−1 =
(

2 −1
−1 1

)
.

Example 2.8 (Euclidean three-space and vector calculus). For g = dx2 + dy2 + dz2 and
orientation dx ∧ dy ∧ dz, all degrees are described by

α 1 dx dy dz

∗α dx ∧ dy ∧ dz dy ∧ dz dz ∧ dx dx ∧ dy

and
α dy ∧ dz dz ∧ dx dx ∧ dy dx ∧ dy ∧ dz
∗α dx dy dz 1.

Here ∗2 = 1 in every degree. If X = P∂x +Q∂y +R∂z, then

∗X♭ = P dy ∧ dz +Qdz ∧ dx+Rdx ∧ dy,
∗dX♭ = (Ry −Qz)dx+ (Pz −Rx)dy + (Qx − Py)dz,

d(∗X♭) = (Px +Qy +Rz) dx ∧ dy ∧ dz.

Thus (curlX)♭ = ∗dX♭ and divX = ∗d ∗X♭. Also (X × Y )♭ = ∗(X♭ ∧ Y ♭), which makes the
dependence of the cross product on both the metric and orientation explicit.

Example 2.9 (The same calculations on a three-torus). On T 3 = R3/Z3 with its standard
flat metric, the constant forms dx, dy, dz and all their wedge products descend, and the entire
preceding star table is a table of global forms. The volume of this torus is 1, so these forms are
orthonormal for the global L2 inner product as well as pointwise. For a vector field with periodic
coefficients, the curl and divergence formulas above descend too. Periodicity makes the fluxes
across opposite faces cancel, for example∫

[0,1]3
(Px +Qy +Rz) dx dy dz = 0.

The constant forms and their stars are closed. Once the analytic argument in Theorem 3.11
is established, these will be exactly the harmonic forms, giving harmonic-space dimensions
(1, 3, 3, 1).

2.6 Four dimensions: self-dual and anti-self-dual two-forms

In oriented Euclidean R4, write ei = dxi, eij = ei ∧ ej , and dV = e1234. The complete table in
degree two is

α e12 e13 e14 e23 e24 e34

∗α e34 −e24 e23 e14 −e13 e12.

For example the minus sign in ∗e13 = −e24 compensates for the single transposition in e13∧e24 =
−dV . Since ∗2 = 1 on two-forms, there is a decomposition

Λ2 = Λ2
+ ⊕ Λ2

−, Λ2
± = {α : ∗α = ±α}, α± = 1

2(α± ∗α). (2.19)

13
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Explicit orthonormal bases are

Λ2
+ : e12 + e34

√
2

,
e13 − e24
√

2
,

e14 + e23
√

2
,

Λ2
− : e12 − e34

√
2

,
e13 + e24
√

2
,

e14 − e23
√

2
.

Both spaces have dimension 3. The star is an isometric involution, so on two-forms it is
self-adjoint:

⟨∗α, β⟩ = ⟨α, ∗β⟩.

Its two eigenspaces are orthogonal. In particular α+ ∧ α− = 0, and

α ∧ α =
(
|α+|2 − |α−|2

)
dV. (2.20)

More generally the symmetric wedge pairing B, defined by α∧β = B(α, β)dV , satisfies B(α, β) =
⟨α, ∗β⟩ and has signature (3, 3). For α = e12 + 2e34,

α+ = 3
2(e12 + e34), α− = −1

2(e12 − e34), α ∧ α = 4dV,

in agreement with |α+|2 − |α−|2 = 9/2− 1/2 = 4.
Remark 2.10 (Two different meanings of symmetry). Every two-form is an alternating bilinear
tensor: α(v, w) = −α(w, v). The terms self-dual and anti-self-dual describe its eigenvalue under
∗; they do not mean that the tensor is symmetric or antisymmetric under exchange of v, w.
The symmetry above belongs to the operator ∗ and to the wedge pairing of two-forms, since
α ∧ β = β ∧ α in degree two. On a compact oriented four-manifold without boundary the
corresponding splitting of harmonic two-forms will give the positive and negative spaces of the
cohomological intersection pairing. Their dimensions need not each be 3: the number 3 here is
the dimension in one cotangent fiber.

All these constructions work pointwise on any oriented Riemannian four-manifold. The bundles
Λ2

±T
∗M have rank 3 and are unchanged by conformal rescaling, by (2.9). Reversing orientation

exchanges them.

Example 2.11 (Global self-duality on the flat four-torus). On T 4 = R4/Z4 with its standard
metric and orientation, ei = dxi are global, although the real coordinates xi are not. The six
constant two-forms displayed above are therefore global self-dual and anti-self-dual forms. Their
coefficients and their stars are constant, so they will be harmonic. The Fourier calculation in
Theorem 3.11 will show that all harmonic two-forms are constant. Consequently

H2(T 4) = spanR{e12, e13, e14, e23, e24, e34}, b+
2 = b−

2 = 3.

Here b±
2 denote the dimensions of the ±1 eigenspaces of ∗ among harmonic forms. Since∫

T 4 dV = 1, the displayed normalized self-dual and anti-self-dual bases have intersection matrices
I3 and −I3, respectively, and are mutually orthogonal.
Pointwise self-duality alone imposes no differential equation. For example, the global form

α = sin(2πx1)(e12 + e34)

satisfies ∗α = α, but dα = 2π cos(2πx1)e134 ̸= 0, so it is not harmonic. The bundle of self-dual
two-forms has rank 3, its smooth section space is infinite-dimensional, and its harmonic subspace
on this particular torus has dimension 3. These are three different statements.
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2.7 The round sphere: local calculations and global forms

On the unit sphere S2 ⊂ R3, use the outward orientation and spherical coordinates

(x, y, z) = (sin θ cosϕ, sin θ sinϕ, cos θ).

Away from the poles, the round metric and positive orthonormal coframe are

g = dθ2 + sin2 θ dϕ2, e1 = dθ, e2 = sin θ dϕ.

Hence

dVg = sin θ dθ ∧ dϕ, ∗dθ = sin θ dϕ, ∗dϕ = − dθ

sin θ , ∗(dθ ∧ dϕ) = 1
sin θ . (2.21)

In particular

|a dθ + b dϕ|2g = a2 + b2

sin2 θ
.

These are coordinate formulas on appropriate charts, not global smooth one-forms dθ, dϕ at the
poles. The global volume form is

dVg = (x dy ∧ dz − y dx ∧ dz + z dx ∧ dy)|S2 ,

the contraction of ambient Euclidean volume with the unit outward normal. It satisfies ∗dVg = 1,
and ∥dVg∥2L2 = Area(S2) = 4π.
For a smooth global one-form, take dz = d(z|S2). Using z = cos θ gives

dz = − sin θ dθ, ∗dz = − sin2 θ dϕ = (y dx− x dy)|S2 ,

|dz|2g = sin2 θ = 1− z2, ∥dz∥2L2 = 2π
∫ π

0
sin3 θ dθ = 8π

3 .

The ambient expression verifies smoothness of ∗dz even at the poles. The pointwise norm vanishes
there because z has a maximum and a minimum there; this is a geometric fact, not a coordinate
defect.

2.8 The hyperbolic upper half-plane and quotients

Let H = {x+ iy : y > 0}, with its usual orientation and hyperbolic metric

ghyp = dx2 + dy2

y2 .

The positive orthonormal coframe is e1 = dx/y, e2 = dy/y. Therefore

dVhyp = y−2dx ∧ dy, |a dx+ b dy|2hyp = y2(a2 + b2), (2.22)
∗1 = y−2dx ∧ dy, ∗dx = dy, ∗dy = −dx, (2.23)

∗(f dx ∧ dy) = fy2. (2.24)

The star on one-forms agrees with the Euclidean star, although their pointwise norms do not
agree. For a real one-form, the factors cancel in the energy density:

|a dx+ b dy|2hypdVhyp = (a2 + b2)dx dy. (2.25)

This is the conformal invariance of the L2 norm on one-forms in dimension two. For comparison,
functions have density f2y−2dx dy, and two-forms f dx ∧ dy have density f2y2dx dy.
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If Γ ⊂ PSL2(R) is a discrete group acting freely on H, then Σ = Γ\H is an oriented hyperbolic
surface. A form upstairs descends precisely when it is Γ-invariant. Orientation-preserving
isometries commute with ∗, so the metric, volume, and star descend. The coordinate forms dx
and dy generally do not descend for an arbitrary Γ. For a descended one-form, its global L2

norm can be computed by integrating (2.25) over a fundamental domain.
For a concrete calculation take the translation quotient ⟨z 7→ z + 1⟩\H. Both dx and dy descend,
and over the strip 0 ≤ x ≤ 1, a ≤ y ≤ b,

Areahyp = 1
a
− 1
b
, ∥dx∥2L2 = b− a.

The cusp region y ≥ a has finite area 1/a, while dx has infinite L2 norm on it. Thus finite volume
alone does not ensure that a smooth form is square-integrable. When we apply the compact
Hodge theorem below to a hyperbolic quotient, we assume in addition that Γ is cocompact, so
that Σ is compact without boundary.

3 The adjoint, the Laplacian, and the analytic bridge

Let M be an oriented, smooth Riemannian n-manifold without boundary, not necessarily compact.
Forms are real unless otherwise indicated. The codifferential, Laplacian, and their differential
identities make sense on every such M . Global integration and existence statements will specify
compactness or support conditions. We write (α, β)L2 =

∫
M α ∧ ∗β when the integral exists and

use the nonnegative convention for the Laplacian.

3.1 Deriving the codifferential from Stokes’ theorem

Definition 3.1 (Formal adjoint). The codifferential d∗ : Ak(M)→ Ak−1(M) is the differential
operator characterized by

(dα, β)L2 = (α, d∗β)L2 , α ∈ Ak−1
c (M), β ∈ Ak(M).

Here Ak−1
c (M) denotes compactly supported smooth forms, so both integrals exist. If M is

compact, every smooth form is compactly supported and this restriction is automatic. On
functions, d∗ = 0. This is a formal adjoint, defined by testing smooth forms; an adjoint of an
unbounded operator on L2 also requires specifying its operator domain.

Proposition 3.2 (The sign of d∗). On k-forms on any oriented Riemannian manifold,

d∗ = (−1)n(k+1)+1 ∗ d ∗ . (3.1)

In particular, (d∗)2 = 0.

Proof. For compactly supported α of degree k − 1, Stokes gives

0 =
∫

M
d(α ∧ ∗β) =

∫
M
dα ∧ ∗β + (−1)k−1

∫
M
α ∧ d(∗β).

Thus we need ∗(d∗β) = (−1)kd(∗β). The form d(∗β) has degree n− k + 1, so the inverse of ∗ in
this equation contributes the sign (−1)(k−1)(n−k+1). Therefore

d∗β = (−1)k+(k−1)(n−k+1) ∗ d ∗ β = (−1)n(k+1)+1 ∗ d ∗ β.

The exponents differ by an even integer. This constructs the formal adjoint; uniqueness follows
by testing against arbitrary compactly supported forms and using the positive definite pointwise
pairing. Composing the displayed formula in consecutive degrees reduces (d∗)2 to a sign times
∗d2∗, hence to zero.
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Example 3.3 (Divergence and a coordinate sign check). On an oriented Euclidean plane,
∗dx = dy, ∗dy = −dx, and ∗(dx ∧ dy) = 1. For α = P dx+Qdy and β = Rdx ∧ dy,

dα = (Qx − Py) dx ∧ dy, d∗α = −(Px +Qy),
d∗β = Ry dx−Rx dy.

For instance, d∗(x2dx+ xy dy) = −3x. Adding dd∗α and d∗dα cancels the mixed derivatives and
gives

∆α = −(Pxx + Pyy) dx− (Qxx +Qyy) dy.
In any dimension, d∗α = − div(α♯) for a one-form. These formulas are local: on a noncompact
space, the adjoint identity is first justified using compactly supported test forms.

Example 3.4 (The same operators on the flat torus). Let T 2 = R2/Z2 carry g0 = dx2 + dy2 and
the orientation dx∧ dy. A form on T 2 is a form on R2 whose coefficients are periodic with period
one in both variables. Thus the preceding formulas apply to periodic P,Q,R. In particular,

∆(P dx+Qdy) = (−Pxx − Pyy) dx+ (−Qxx −Qyy) dy.

For α = sin(2πx) dx+ cos(2πx) dy,

dα = −2π sin(2πx) dx ∧ dy, d∗α = −2π cos(2πx),
dd∗α = 4π2 sin(2πx) dx, d∗dα = 4π2 cos(2πx) dy.

Hence ∆α = 4π2α. The two summands already separate an exact form from a coexact form:

α = d

(
−cos(2πx)

2π

)
+ d∗

(
−sin(2πx)

2π dx ∧ dy
)
.

Opposite edges of the unit square cancel in integration by parts; there is no boundary term
on the quotient. The expression x2dx from the plane example does not descend to this torus,
whereas every form in this example does.

3.2 The Laplacian and what follows without analysis

Definition 3.5. The Hodge Laplacian and the space of harmonic forms are

∆k = dd∗ + d∗d : Ak(M) −→ Ak(M), Hk(M, g) = ker ∆k.

Subscripts are suppressed when the degree is clear. This definition does not require compactness:
Hk(M, g) denotes the smooth kernel, with no L2 condition imposed, and it need not be finite
dimensional.

If M is compact without boundary, integration by parts gives, for arbitrary smooth α, β of the
same degree,

(∆α, β)L2 = (dα, dβ)L2 + (d∗α, d∗β)L2 = (α,∆β)L2 . (3.2)
The same identity holds on arbitrary M if at least one of the two forms is compactly supported.
In particular, for every smooth α on compact M , or every compactly supported smooth α on
arbitrary M ,

(∆α, α)L2 = ∥dα∥2L2 + ∥d∗α∥2L2 , ∆α = 0 ⇐⇒ dα = d∗α = 0. (3.3)

The implication from left to right uses a global integral and positivity; it is not a pointwise
separation of the two terms of ∆. The reverse implication, dα = d∗α = 0⇒ ∆α = 0, holds on
every M , without support or integrability assumptions. For a function,

∆f = d∗df = −div(∇f), ∆Rnf = −
∑

j

∂2
j f.
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Consequently, harmonic functions on a connected compact manifold without boundary are
constant: (3.3) forces df = 0. On R, however, f(x) = x satisfies ∆f = −f ′′ = 0 but df = dx ̸= 0.
Thus unrestricted smooth harmonic forms on a noncompact manifold need not be closed. On the
compact interval [0, 1], the same function shows why a boundary cannot be ignored: integration
by parts has a boundary term unless suitable conditions are imposed.

Example 3.6 (Finding all harmonic forms on the square torus). For a periodic one-form
P dx+Qdy, integration by parts gives

(∆α, α)L2 =
∫

[0,1]2

(
P 2

x + P 2
y +Q2

x +Q2
y

)
dx dy.

If ∆α = 0, all four derivatives vanish, so P,Q are constant. Conversely, constant coefficients give
dα = d∗α = 0. The same argument applies to functions and to the coefficient of a two-form.
Thus, for this particular metric,

H0(T 2, g0) = R · 1, H1(T 2, g0) = spanR{dx, dy}, H2(T 2, g0) = R · (dx ∧ dy).

This computation uses periodic integration and positivity, with no appeal to the general Hodge
theorem. Below we will also prove directly that these spaces give every de Rham cohomology
class.

Proposition 3.7 (Commutations and orthogonality). On smooth forms on any oriented Rie-
mannian manifold,

d∆ = ∆d, d∗∆ = ∆d∗, ∗∆ = ∆ ∗ .

If M is compact without boundary, the spaces Hk, dAk−1, and d∗Ak+1 are pairwise L2 orthogonal.

Proof. The first two identities follow by expansion and d2 = (d∗)2 = 0; for example d∆ = dd∗d =
∆d. Formula (3.1) and the square of ∗ give, for a k-form α,

d(∗α) = (−1)k ∗ (d∗α), d∗(∗α) = (−1)k+1 ∗ (dα).

Applying these in consecutive degrees yields ∗dd∗α = d∗d(∗α) and ∗d∗dα = dd∗(∗α); add
them. For orthogonality, now assume M is compact without boundary. Then h ∈ Hk satisfies
dh = d∗h = 0 by (3.3), so

(h, da) = (d∗h, a) = 0, (h, d∗b) = (dh, b) = 0, (da, d∗b) = (d2a, b) = 0.

On a compact manifold without boundary, what remains is existence: do these three orthogonal
spaces span every smooth form? The next finite dimensional argument isolates the linear algebra
that we want to recover.

3.3 A complete finite dimensional Hodge theorem

Let (C•, d) be a complex of finite dimensional real inner product spaces. Write dk : Ck → Ck+1

and let d∗
k be its ordinary adjoint matrix. Set

∆k = dk−1d
∗
k−1 + d∗

kdk, Kk = ker ∆k.

Theorem 3.8 (Finite dimensional model). There is an orthogonal decomposition

Ck = im dk−1 ⊕Kk ⊕ im d∗
k.

Moreover, Kk = ker dk ∩ ker d∗
k−1 and h 7→ [h] induces an isomorphism Kk ≃ ker dk/ im dk−1.
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Proof. For every v ∈ Ck,
(∆kv, v) = ∥d∗

k−1v∥2 + ∥dkv∥2.

Thus ker ∆k = ker d∗
k−1 ∩ ker dk. Put E = im dk−1 and F = im d∗

k. If a ∈ Ck−1 and b ∈ Ck+1,
then

(dk−1a, d
∗
kb) = (dkdk−1a, b) = 0,

so E ⊥ F . A vector v is orthogonal to E + F precisely when

(v, dk−1a) = 0 for all a, (v, d∗
kb) = 0 for all b.

By the adjoint identities, these conditions are d∗
k−1v = 0 and dkv = 0, respectively. Hence

(E + F )⊥ = Kk. A finite dimensional inner product space is the sum of a subspace and its
orthogonal complement, proving the decomposition. Its components are unique because they are
orthogonal.
If dkv = 0, decompose v = e+ h+ f with f = d∗

kb. Orthogonality and the adjoint identity give

∥f∥2 = (v, f) = (dkv, b) = 0.

Thus v = e+h, proving that every cohomology class has a harmonic representative. If h = dk−1a
is harmonic, then ∥h∥2 = (d∗

k−1h, a) = 0, proving uniqueness and injectivity.

Example 3.9 (A matrix complex with three nonzero components). Give each space its standard
Euclidean inner product and take

0 −→ R A−−→ R3 B−−→ R −→ 0, A =

1
1
0

 , B =
(
0 0 2

)
.

Since BA = 0, this is a complex. In degree one,

∆1 = AAT +BTB =

1 1 0
1 1 0
0 0 4

 .
Its orthogonal eigendirections are (1, 1, 0), (1,−1, 0), and (0, 0, 1), with eigenvalues 2, 0, 4. In full
detail,

(a, b, c) =
(
a+ b

2 ,
a+ b

2 , 0
)

︸ ︷︷ ︸
im A

+
(
a− b

2 ,
b− a

2 , 0
)

︸ ︷︷ ︸
ker ∆1

+ (0, 0, c)︸ ︷︷ ︸
im BT

.

For (a, b, c) = (3, 1, 2), these are (2, 2, 0), (1,−1, 0), and (0, 0, 2), all nonzero. A vector is a cocycle
exactly when c = 0; its class is then determined by its (1,−1, 0) component.

3.4 Why infinite dimension requires a new theorem

For this comparison, let M be compact without boundary and of positive dimension. The smooth
space Ak(M), for 0 ≤ k ≤ n, is not complete in its L2 norm. Its completion is the Hilbert space
L2Ak(M), whose elements need not be smooth. On a noncompact manifold, not every smooth
form is in L2; one can instead construct L2Ak(M) by completing Ak

c (M). Even in a complete
Hilbert space, an operator image need not be closed. Orthogonal complements recover imT
rather than necessarily imT .
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Example 3.10 (A dense image that is not closed). On the Hilbert space ℓ2, define

T (x1, x2, . . .) = (x1, x2/2, x3/3, . . .).

This bounded self-adjoint operator is injective. Its image contains every finite sequence and is
therefore dense. However, y = (1, 1/2, 1/3, . . .) belongs to ℓ2 and is not in imT : the only possible
preimage is (1, 1, 1, . . .) /∈ ℓ2. The finite truncations of y lie in imT and converge to y. Thus
(imT )⊥ = kerT = 0 does not imply imT = ℓ2. In the two-term complex ℓ2 T−→ ℓ2, the degree-one
Laplacian is TT ∗ and has zero kernel, although the algebraic cohomology ℓ2/ imT is nonzero.
This is the precise gap in an unqualified infinite dimensional version of the preceding proof.

3.5 The flat torus: Fourier analysis makes the bridge explicit

Before introducing an analytic black box, we prove the needed facts on Tn = Rn/Zn, equipped
with g0 =

∑
j(dxj)2 and volume one. The point of this model is to separate two questions: what

happens at each frequency, and whether the resulting infinite series defines a smooth solution.
The first is finite dimensional linear algebra; the second is analysis.
For m = (m1, . . . ,mn) ∈ Zn, put

em(x) = e2πim·x, m♭ =
∑

j

mjdx
j , ιm = ι∑

j
mj∂

xj
, λm = 4π2|m|2.

We temporarily complexify forms and use the Hermitian extension of the inner products, so
(α, β)L2 =

∫
α ∧ ∗β. Write a k-form as

α =
∑

|I|=k

αI(x) dxI =
∑

m∈Zn

em(x)am, am =
∑

|I|=k

α̂I(m) dxI ,

where I is increasing and α̂I(m) =
∫

[0,1]n αI(x)e−2πim·x dx. For real forms, a−m = am; all
operators below preserve this condition, so the final answers are real.

The basic Fourier facts and why smoothness matters. The functions em form a complete
orthonormal basis of L2(Tn). Completeness follows, for example, by uniformly approximating
continuous periodic functions by trigonometric polynomials and using their density in L2.
Parseval’s identity, applied coefficient by coefficient, gives

∥α∥2L2 =
∑
m

|am|2. (3.4)

A form is smooth exactly when its Fourier coefficients are rapidly decreasing: for every N ≥ 0
there is CN with

|am| ≤ CN (1 + |m|)−N (m ∈ Zn).

For the forward direction, integrate by parts repeatedly, or apply (1−
∑

j ∂
2
j )N to the smooth

coefficient and take its Fourier coefficient. This multiplies am by (1 +λm)N and leaves a bounded
Fourier coefficient. Conversely, a derivative of order r multiplies am by at most a constant times
|m|r. Choosing N > n+ r makes the differentiated series absolutely and uniformly convergent.
Thus every derivative exists and can be computed term by term. This criterion will justify each
Fourier construction, including the primitives used to compute cohomology.
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Each nonzero frequency is a finite dimensional complex. The vector space emΛ•(Cn)∗

is preserved by d, d∗, and ∆. On it,

d(ema) = 2πi em(m♭ ∧ a),
d∗(ema) = −2πi emιma,

∆(ema) = λmema.

(3.5)

The first formula differentiates em; the second uses the Euclidean adjoint d∗ = −
∑

j ι∂xj
∂xj . The

third follows from the elementary identity

m♭ ∧ ιma+ ιm(m♭ ∧ a) = |m|2a. (3.6)

This is precisely the finite dimensional model above, now with differential matrix 2πim♭∧. For
m ≠ 0 its Laplacian is a positive scalar matrix, and its harmonic subspace is zero. More explicitly,
the degree −1 operator

Km = − i
2π|m|2 ιm

satisfies dmKm +Kmdm = id, where dm = 2πim♭∧. Thus every closed vector in a nonzero mode
is exact. At m = 0, both differentials vanish and every constant wedge is harmonic.

Theorem 3.11 (Harmonic forms and cohomology of the flat torus). For the standard flat metric
on Tn, in every degree 0 ≤ k ≤ n,

Hk(Tn, g0) = spanR{dxi1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxik : i1 < · · · < ik}, dimHk(Tn, g0) =
(
n

k

)
.

Every smooth closed form has a unique harmonic representative, namely its coefficientwise average

Πα = a0 =
∑

|I|=k

(∫
[0,1]n

αI(x) dx
)
dxI .

Consequently Hk(Tn, g0) −→ Hk
dR(Tn) is an isomorphism. This statement is proved independently

of the general Hodge theorem.

Proof. Equation (3.5) says that ∆α = 0 if and only if λmam = 0 for every m. Thus precisely the
zero mode survives. If dα = 0, each coefficient satisfies dmam = 0. The homotopy identity then
gives

α− a0 = dβ, β =
∑
m̸=0

emKmam.

Since ∥Km∥ ≤ (2π|m|)−1, the coefficients of β remain rapidly decreasing. The series therefore
defines a smooth form and may be differentiated term by term. This proves existence, including
the analytic justification for summing the primitives. For k = 0 the contraction is zero, and the
same identity simply says that a closed function has no nonzero modes.
Finally, an exact form has zero constant Fourier coefficient: every derivative of a periodic function
has integral zero. Hence a constant form that is exact must vanish. This proves uniqueness and
injectivity; the displayed constant wedges give the dimension.

Corollary 3.12 (Any constant flat metric on the torus). If gA =
∑

i,j Aij dx
idxj for a constant

symmetric positive definite matrix A, the harmonic forms on Tn are still precisely the constant
forms. The harmonic representative of a closed form is still its coefficientwise average.
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Proof. The volume density and the inner products on constant wedges are constant. Integration
by parts gives

d∗
gA

(ema) = −2πi emιA−1ma, ∆gA(ema) = 4π2(mTA−1m)ema.

The quadratic form mTA−1m is positive for m ≠ 0 and comparable to |m|2. Replacing ιm/|m|2
by ιA−1m/(mTA−1m) in the preceding proof therefore preserves both the homotopy identity
and the rapid-decay argument. Different Fourier modes remain orthogonal, so projection onto
constant forms is again coefficientwise averaging.

Returning to the standard metric g0, an arbitrary smooth form has the following explicit
orthogonal splitting of each m ̸= 0 coefficient:

am = m♭ ∧ ιmam

|m|2︸ ︷︷ ︸
exact mode

+ ιm(m♭ ∧ am)
|m|2︸ ︷︷ ︸

coexact mode

. (3.7)

Wedge multiplication and contraction are adjoints, and d2
m = 0, so these summands are orthogonal.

Both coefficient operators have norm at most one; their sums are therefore smooth. Together
with a0, they already prove Hodge decomposition on the flat torus. The general theory must
supply a replacement for this explicit control of all modes.

3.6 Poisson’s equation on the torus: obstruction, inverse, estimates

First find the obstruction, then construct the solution. For ∆u = f on Tn, comparison
of coefficients forces

λmû(m) = f̂(m).

The m = 0 equation is 0 = f̂(0). For functions this is the necessary condition
∫

T n f dx = 0, also
obtained by integrating ∆u = −

∑
j ∂

2
j u. In particular, ∆u = 1 has no periodic solution, even

in the distributional sense. For forms, every constant coefficient of f must vanish, equivalently
f ⊥ Hk(Tn, g0). If this condition holds, the only possible solution with zero average is

u = G0f =
∑
m̸=0

f̂(m)
4π2|m|2

em. (3.8)

Here the coefficients may be scalars or constant wedges. For arbitrary f , the same formula defines
G0f and satisfies ∆G0f = f − Πf . All other solutions, when they exist, differ by a constant
form. If f is smooth, division by |m|2 preserves rapid decay, so (3.8) is a smooth solution.

Example 3.13 (A periodic Poisson equation with two frequencies). On T 2, let f(x, y) =
sin(2πx) + cos(4πy), which has integral zero. Since

∆ sin(2πx) = 4π2 sin(2πx), ∆ cos(4πy) = 16π2 cos(4πy),

the unique solution of zero average is

u(x, y) = sin(2πx)
4π2 + cos(4πy)

16π2 .

The second term oscillates twice as fast and its inverse multiplier is four times smaller. This is
the concrete meaning of gaining two derivatives. For f dx, the solution is u dx, because the flat
Laplacian acts separately on each coefficient.

22



Hodge Theory / Topic 1 Course notes

The operator domain and the gain of derivatives. For real s, define the Fourier Sobolev
norm by

∥α∥2Hs =
∑
m

(1 + λm)s|am|2.

For nonnegative integers s it is equivalent to the norm defined using weak derivatives up to order
s. The completion of smooth forms in this norm is HsAk(Tn). For s = 0 this is L2 by Parseval.
The multiplier formula immediately gives

∥∆u∥Hs ≤ ∥u∥Hs+2 .

Thus ∆ : Hs+2 → Hs is bounded. Viewed as an operator on L2 with domain H2, it is unbounded:
the norm-one functions e(j,0,...,0) have Laplacian norm 4π2j2 → ∞. One cannot treat it as a
bounded matrix on the entire L2 space.
The first positive eigenvalue is λ1 = 4π2, because a nonzero integral frequency has |m| ≥ 1. For
any f ∈ Hs the inverse formula gives the quantitative estimate

∥G0f∥Hs+2 ≤
(

1 + 1
4π2

)
∥f −Πf∥Hs . (3.9)

Indeed, (1 + λm)/λm ≤ 1 + (4π2)−1 for m ≠ 0; square this inequality and sum the weighted
coefficients. This proves existence in H2 for every L2 right-hand side orthogonal to the constants.
It also proves regularity: if a distributional solution has ∆u ∈ Hs, its nonzero coefficients lie
in Hs+2 by the same estimate, and its constant coefficient is already smooth. If the right-hand
side is smooth, this holds in every Sobolev degree, or directly by rapid decay, giving a smooth
solution.

The spectral gap prevents almost harmonic nonconstant forms. For a smooth form
with Πα = 0, Parseval and the energy identity give the sharp Poincaré inequality

4π2∥α∥2L2 ≤
∑
m̸=0

λm|am|2 = ∥dα∥2L2 + ∥d∗α∥2L2 . (3.10)

For a function, the right side is
∫
|∇f |2. Equality holds for any form supported on frequencies

with |m| = 1, for example sin(2πx1) dxI . A second immediate estimate is

∥G0f∥L2 ≤
1

4π2 ∥f −Πf∥L2 .

The gap therefore bounds the inverse and rules out a norm-one sequence orthogonal to constants
whose Laplacians tend to zero. Notice also the elliptic estimate, valid without imposing zero
average:

∥u∥Hs+2 ≤ ∥∆u∥Hs + ∥u∥Hs . (3.11)

To prove it, apply the triangle inequality in the weighted coefficient space to (1 + λm)am =
λmam +am. The extra ∥u∥Hs controls the constant modes that ∆ cannot see. On their orthogonal
complement, (3.9) removes that extra term.

Compactness is the uniform control of the high frequencies. Let PR retain only modes
with λm ≤ R; its image is finite dimensional. If ∥u∥H2 ≤ 1, then

∥u− PRu∥2L2 =
∑

λm>R

|û(m)|2 ≤ (1 +R)−2∑
m

(1 + λm)2|û(m)|2 ≤ (1 +R)−2.

The low frequency projections of a bounded H2 sequence have convergent subsequences in a
finite dimensional space. Taking a diagonal subsequence as R→∞, the uniform tail estimate

23



Hodge Theory / Topic 1 Course notes

makes that subsequence Cauchy in L2. This proves that H2 ↪→ L2 is compact on the torus.
Since G0 : L2 → H2 is bounded, G0 is compact when regarded as an operator L2 → L2. There
is no contradiction with Example 3.10: a compact operator can have nonclosed image in L2.
The conclusion we need is that ∆ : H2 → L2 has closed image, the subspace of forms with zero
constant coefficient.
Remark 3.14 (What fails on the Euclidean space). On Rn, Fourier frequencies are continuous
and can approach zero without being zero. The resulting failure of a uniform gap can be
seen without the Fourier transform. Choose a nonzero ϕ ∈ C∞

c (Rn) with ∥ϕ∥L2 = 1 and put
uR(x) = R−n/2ϕ(x/R). Then

∥uR∥L2 = 1, ∥duR∥L2 = R−1∥dϕ∥L2 , ∥∆uR∥L2 = R−2∥∆ϕ∥L2 .

Thus neither the torus Poincaré inequality nor a uniform estimate ∥u∥L2 ≤ C∥∆u∥L2 holds
for all compactly supported smooth functions on Rn. The obstruction is analogous to the
eigenvalues 1/j → 0 in Example 3.10: division by arbitrarily small numbers cannot give a
bounded inverse. This does not assert that every individual Poisson equation on a noncompact
manifold is unsolvable; it identifies the estimate lost when one tries to repeat the compact proof.

3.7 Ellipticity: the highest order part is invertible

Here M may again be any oriented Riemannian manifold without boundary. For a differential
operator, use the principal-symbol convention ∂xj 7→ iξj . At x ∈M and ξ ∈ T ∗

xM ,

σ1(d)(x, ξ) = i ξ∧, σ1(d∗)(x, ξ) = −i ιξ♯ .

The first formula follows from d(fα) = df ∧ α+ f dα. For the second, the pointwise adjoint of
wedge multiplication by ξ is contraction by ξ♯; taking the adjoint of i contributes the minus sign.
The contraction rule says

ιξ♯(ξ ∧ α) = |ξ|2gα− ξ ∧ ιξ♯α.

Consequently,
σ2(∆)(x, ξ) = ξ ∧ ιξ♯ + ιξ♯(ξ ∧ ·) = |ξ|2g id . (3.12)

It is invertible whenever ξ ≠ 0. This is ellipticity. The highest order part controls derivatives in
every cotangent direction, even though the full operator can have a kernel. Neither this symbol
calculation nor interior elliptic regularity requires compactness or completeness. Locally, if a
distributional form u satisfies ∆u ∈ Hs

loc, then u ∈ Hs+2
loc , for every integer s ≥ 0; the subscript

means Sobolev regularity on relatively compact coordinate neighborhoods. In particular, a
smooth right-hand side implies a smooth solution. Global Sobolev estimates and compactness of
Sobolev inclusions require additional global hypotheses, supplied below by compactness of M .
For the flat torus, (3.12) is exactly the computation (3.5) with ξ = 2πm, and Fourier modes
diagonalize the entire operator. On a general manifold, the metric coefficients vary and there
need not be global periodic coordinates. Fourier analysis in one coordinate chart no longer
diagonalizes the global problem. Ellipticity retains the invertible highest order part; the following
local estimates and compactness theorem replace the explicit frequency calculation.

3.8 The analytic black box, and what we prove from it

For the remainder of this section, assume that M is compact and has no boundary. These
hypotheses provide the global analytic estimates needed to pass from the differential identities to
existence.
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Let HsAk(M) denote the Sobolev completion of smooth forms, using square integrable weak
derivatives up to order s for integers s ≥ 0. Local coordinates, bundle trivializations, and a
partition of unity define the norm; different choices give equivalent norms. In particular,

∆ : H2Ak(M) −→ L2Ak(M)

is bounded between these two Hilbert spaces.

Theorem 3.15 (Analytic input for a compact manifold). Let M be a compact, oriented Rie-
mannian manifold without boundary. For its elliptic operator ∆k, we use the following three
facts.

1. There is an elliptic estimate

∥u∥H2 ≤ C
(
∥∆u∥L2 + ∥u∥L2

)
, u ∈ H2Ak(M).

2. The inclusion H2Ak(M) ↪→ L2Ak(M) is compact (Rellich’s theorem).

3. For each integer s ≥ 0, if u is a distributional form and ∆u ∈ Hs, then u ∈ Hs+2. In
particular, distributional solutions of ∆u = 0 are smooth, and a smooth right-hand side
implies a smooth solution.

The local elliptic estimates and regularity, together with Rellich’s compactness theorem, are the
analysis deferred in this topic; see [3, lectures 15–16 and 18]. Compactness lets us pass from
interior estimates to the global statements above using finitely many coordinate neighborhoods.
The local regularity statement remains valid on noncompact manifolds, but does not by itself
give a global Hs+2 bound there. On the flat torus we have already proved all three inputs: the
estimate is (3.11), compactness follows from uniformly small high frequency tails, and regularity
follows by division by λm. The remaining argument explains how the same conclusions follow
on a compact manifold without explicit eigenfunctions. We now derive the needed existence
theorem, rather than adding it as another black box.

Proposition 3.16 (Finite dimensional kernel and a stronger estimate). Let M be a compact,
oriented Riemannian manifold without boundary. Then the smooth kernel Hk(M, g) is finite
dimensional. There is a constant C0 such that

∥u∥H2 ≤ C0∥∆u∥L2 , u ∈ H2Ak(M) ∩ (Hk)⊥, (3.13)

where orthogonality is taken in L2.

Proof. Regularity identifies the H2 kernel with the smooth harmonic forms. If this kernel were
infinite dimensional, it would contain an infinite L2 orthonormal sequence hj . The elliptic
estimate bounds ∥hj∥H2 uniformly. Rellich gives an L2 convergent subsequence, contradicting
∥hj − hℓ∥L2 =

√
2 for j ̸= ℓ.

If (3.13) failed, choose uj ⊥ Hk with ∥uj∥H2 = 1 and ∥∆uj∥L2 → 0. Rellich gives a subsequence
converging in L2. The elliptic estimate on uj −uℓ then makes that subsequence Cauchy in H2, so
it converges to u with ∥u∥H2 = 1. Boundedness of ∆ gives ∆u = 0, and L2 convergence preserves
u ⊥ Hk. Hence u = 0, a contradiction.

On the torus, (3.13) was a direct consequence of λm ≥ 4π2 for m ≠ 0. The contradiction argument
above recovers the required bound on a general compact manifold: compactness prevents a
normalized sequence in the harmonic complement from becoming arbitrarily close to the kernel
under ∆. We do not need to know the eigenfunctions or the numerical value of the spectral gap
to use this bound.
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Theorem 3.17 (Solving the Laplace equation). Let M be a compact, oriented Riemannian
manifold without boundary. The image of ∆ : H2Ak(M)→ L2Ak(M) is closed and equals (Hk)⊥.
For every f ∈ L2Ak orthogonal to Hk, there is a unique u ∈ H2Ak ∩ (Hk)⊥ with ∆u = f . If f
is smooth, so is u.

Proof. Let ∆uj → f in L2. Since Hk is finite dimensional and smooth, subtracting the L2

projection of uj onto Hk leaves an H2 form, changes no ∆uj , and makes uj ⊥ Hk. Estimate
(3.13) now shows that uj is Cauchy in H2. Its limit satisfies ∆u = f , proving closedness.
It remains to identify the orthogonal complement of this image. If v ∈ L2 is orthogonal to the
image, then

(v,∆ϕ)L2 = 0 for every smooth test form ϕ.

Formal self-adjointness says exactly that ∆v = 0 in the distributional sense. Weak elliptic
regularity makes v smooth, so v ∈ Hk. Conversely, a smooth harmonic form is orthogonal to
the image by integration by parts, first on smooth forms and then by density on H2. Thus
(im ∆)⊥ = Hk. Because the image is closed, the Hilbert space orthogonal-decomposition theorem
gives im ∆ = (Hk)⊥. Existence follows; two solutions in this complement differ by a harmonic
form and hence are equal. Smoothness follows from the regularity black box.

Definition 3.18 (Harmonic projection and Green operator). Under the compactness and no-
boundary hypotheses of Theorem 3.17, let Πk be the L2 orthogonal projection onto Hk. Define
Gkf to be the unique solution orthogonal to Hk of

∆kGkf = f −Πkf.

Then Gk : L2Ak → H2Ak is bounded by (3.13), vanishes on Hk, and maps smooth forms to
smooth forms.

This is the analytic replacement for inverting a nonzero eigenvalue of a finite matrix. Compactness
and ellipticity have supplied the closed image and smooth inverse needed for the algebraic
argument.

4 Hodge decomposition, duality, and complete examples

The global Hodge theorems below concern compact oriented Riemannian manifolds without
boundary. We combine the analytic existence theorem with the algebra of d and d∗. The resulting
representative is canonical after a metric has been fixed; the underlying cohomology class does not
depend on that choice. The pointwise conformal formulas and the local hyperbolic calculations
later in this section do not require compactness.

4.1 From the Green operator to the decomposition

Let (M, g) be a compact oriented Riemannian manifold without boundary. On its smooth forms,
Definition 3.18 gives

∆G = G∆ = I −Π, ΠG = GΠ = 0. (4.1)
The first identity ∆G = I − Π is the defining equation. For the other order, both G∆α and
α−Πα are orthogonal to Hk and solve the equation ∆u = ∆α; uniqueness gives equality. The
remaining identities follow from the image and kernel conditions on G. Moreover, G is symmetric
for the L2 pairing: for smooth α, β,

(Gα, β) = (Gα,∆Gβ) = (∆Gα,Gβ) = (α,Gβ).

The harmonic terms disappear because the image of G is orthogonal to Hk.
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Lemma 4.1 (Commutation with the Green operator). Let (M, g) be a compact oriented Rie-
mannian manifold without boundary, and let Gk be its Green operator on k-forms. On smooth
forms, with the degree of each operator understood,

dGk = Gk+1d, d∗Gk = Gk−1d
∗.

Proof. The commutation of d and ∆ gives

∆k+1(dGkα) = d(α−Πkα) = dα.

The exact form dα is orthogonal to harmonic forms. Hence Gk+1dα solves the same equation.
Both proposed solutions are orthogonal to Hk+1: one is exact, and the other lies in the image of
Gk+1. Uniqueness in Theorem 3.17 proves the first identity. Replace exact by coexact and use
d∗∆ = ∆d∗ to obtain the second identity in exactly the same way.

Theorem 4.2 (Hodge decomposition). Let (M, g) be a compact oriented Riemannian n-manifold
without boundary. Every smooth k-form has a unique orthogonal decomposition into a harmonic
form, an exact form, and a coexact form:

Ak(M) = Hk(M, g)⊕ dAk−1(M)⊕ d∗Ak+1(M). (4.2)

More explicitly,
α = Πα+ d(d∗Gα) + d∗(dGα). (4.3)

Here the spaces outside degrees 0, . . . , n are understood to be zero.

Proof. Write α = Πα + ∆Gα using (4.1) and expand ∆ = dd∗ + d∗d. Regularity ensures that
all the forms appearing here are smooth. Proposition 3.7 proves pairwise orthogonality, which
makes the decomposition a direct sum and makes its three components unique.

Remark 4.3 (Unique components versus unique potentials). In α = h + da + d∗b, the forms
h, da, and d∗b are unique. The potentials a and b generally are not: one can replace a by
a+ η with dη = 0, or b by b+ ζ with d∗ζ = 0. Formula (4.3) supplies distinguished potentials
a = d∗Gα and b = dGα. These are, respectively, coexact and exact. Those additional conditions
make the potentials unique within those subspaces: a closed coexact form has squared norm
(d∗γ, d∗γ) = (γ, dd∗γ) = 0, and the dual argument applies to a coclosed exact form.

If dα = 0, its coexact component vanishes. Indeed, for α = h+ da+ d∗b, orthogonality gives

∥d∗b∥2L2 = (α, d∗b)L2 = (dα, b)L2 = 0.

Equivalently, dGα = Gdα = 0 in (4.3). Thus

ker d = Hk ⊕ dAk−1(M). (4.4)

Theorem 4.4 (Hodge–de Rham theorem). Let (M, g) be a compact oriented Riemannian
manifold without boundary. The map

Hk(M, g) −→ Hk
dR(M ;R), h 7−→ [h]

is an isomorphism. Each class has a unique harmonic representative, which is its unique smooth
representative of minimal L2 norm.

Proof. Harmonic forms are closed, so the map is defined. Equation (4.4) proves surjectivity. If a
harmonic form is exact, h = da, then ∥h∥2L2 = (h, da) = (d∗h, a) = 0, proving injectivity. Finally
any representative of [h] is h+ da, and orthogonality gives

∥h+ da∥2L2 = ∥h∥2L2 + ∥da∥2L2 .

Equality with ∥h∥2L2 occurs precisely when the representative itself equals h.
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The theorem does not change the definition of cohomology. It realizes the quotient ker d/ im d as
the finite dimensional vector space of solutions of a differential equation. In particular,

bk(M) = dimHk
dR(M ;R) = dimHk(M, g).

4.2 Poincaré duality from a positive integral

Theorem 4.5 (de Rham form of Poincaré duality). For a compact oriented n-manifold without
boundary, the pairing

Hk
dR(M ;R)×Hn−k

dR (M ;R) −→ R, ([α], [β]) 7−→
∫

M
α ∧ β (4.5)

is nondegenerate. Equivalently, it identifies Hn−k
dR (M ;R) with the dual vector space of Hk

dR(M ;R).

Proof. If dβ = 0, then
∫

M da ∧ β =
∫

M d(a ∧ β) = 0 by Stokes. Changing β by an exact form
gives zero in the same way, so the pairing is well defined on cohomology.
Take a nonzero class and its nonzero harmonic representative h. Since ∗∆ = ∆∗, the form ∗h is
harmonic and hence closed. It defines a complementary-degree class, and∫

M
h ∧ ∗h = ∥h∥2L2 > 0.

Thus no nonzero class in the first factor annihilates the second. Interchanging the degrees proves
nondegeneracy in the other factor; finite dimensionality turns the pairing into the asserted
isomorphism.

In particular, bk = bn−k. On a connected compact oriented Riemannian manifold without
boundary, a top-degree form is harmonic precisely when it is a constant multiple of dVg: apply
∗ to reduce to harmonic functions. The harmonic representative of the top-degree class with
integral c is therefore

c

Volg(M) dVg, Volg(M) =
∫

M
dVg. (4.6)

The degree-zero and top-degree generators pair to 1 when the latter is normalized to have integral
1.
The pairing (4.5) uses orientation, wedge product, and integration; it uses no metric. The proof
chooses a metric to produce a class that pairs nontrivially. Changing the metric changes the
harmonic representatives and generally the map [α] 7→ [∗hg], while leaving the pairing and the
Betti numbers unchanged. Also, ∗ need not carry an arbitrary closed form to a closed form: the
extra coclosed condition is essential. Finally, the wedge of harmonic forms need not be harmonic.
A concrete example of each issue appears below.

4.3 The round two-sphere: derivatives, eigenforms, and duality

On the unit sphere, away from the poles, use colatitude θ and longitude ϕ. The outward
orientation and round metric give

g = dθ2 + sin2 θ dϕ2, dVg = sin θ dθ ∧ dϕ,

∗dθ = sin θ dϕ, ∗dϕ = − 1
sin θ dθ.

These are chart formulas, not globally defined coordinate coframes. In particular, a singular-
looking coefficient involving sin θ must be interpreted through the underlying global form.
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For a smooth function, the Laplacian is

∆f = − 1
sin θ

∂

∂θ

(
sin θ∂f

∂θ

)
− 1

sin2 θ

∂2f

∂ϕ2 .

Take the globally smooth height function z = cos θ. Then

dz = − sin θ dθ, ∗dz = − sin2 θ dϕ,

∆z = 2z, d∗dz = 2z,
d(∗dz) = −2z dVg, d∗(∗dz) = 0.

Although dz is closed and exact, ∗dz is not closed. This directly shows why one cannot prove
duality by applying ∗ to an arbitrary closed representative. Commutation gives two eigenforms:

∆(dz) = 2 dz, ∆(∗dz) = 2 ∗ dz.

The second one is coexact, because

d∗(z dVg) = − ∗ dz, dz + ∗dz = d(z) + d∗(−z dVg).

This is an explicit Hodge decomposition with a nonzero exact part and a nonzero coexact part.
Its harmonic part is zero, and G(dz + ∗dz) = 1

2(dz + ∗dz).
For a numerical check of the energy identity,∫

S2
z2 dVg = 4π

3 ,

∫
S2
|dz|2 dVg =

∫
S2

sin2 θ dVg = 8π
3 = 2

∫
S2
z2 dVg.

The cellular cohomology of S2 has dimensions 1, 0, 1 in degrees 0, 1, 2. Using the de Rham
comparison and Hodge theorem therefore gives

H0(S2) = R · 1, H1(S2) = 0, H2(S2) = R · dVg.

This topological input does not use Poincaré duality. The normalized top representative is
dVg/(4π), and its pairing with 1 is 1. More generally, the harmonic projection of F dVg is

Π2(F dVg) =
( 1

4π

∫
S2
F dVg

)
dVg.

All three coordinate functions x, y, z have eigenvalue 2, by rotational symmetry or the same
calculation after rotating the axis.

4.4 The flat torus: harmonic representatives and all three summands

Start with Tn = Rn/Zn, with the standard flat metric and orientation. For an increasing index
set I = (i1 < · · · < ik) write dxI = dxi1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxik . The Fourier analysis in Theorem 3.11
identifies the complete harmonic space:

Hk(Tn, g0) = spanR{dxI : |I| = k}, dimHk(Tn, g0) =
(
n

k

)
. (4.7)

Indeed, the Laplacian acts on each coefficient by the scalar flat Laplacian, whose kernel consists
of constants. Thus harmonicity forces every coefficient to be constant; conversely every constant
form is closed and coclosed. In particular, for any smooth form α =

∑
I aI(x)dxI ,

Πkα =
∑

I

aI dx
I , aI =

∫
[0,1]n

aI(x) dx1 · · · dxn.
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There is a topological way to read these constants when α is closed. Let TI be a coordinate
k-torus, with the coordinates outside I fixed, oriented by the increasing order in I. Moving the
fixed coordinates gives homologous subtori, so Stokes’ theorem makes

∫
TI
α independent of those

coordinates. Averaging this integral over the complementary coordinates and using Fubini gives

aI =
∫

TI

α, h[α] =
∑

|I|=k

(∫
TI

α

)
dxI . (4.8)

For k = 0, the statement simply says that a closed function is constant. For k = n, it says that
the representative is its total integral times dx1 ∧ · · · ∧ dxn. Thus periods recover every harmonic
representative, and a closed form is exact if and only if all its coordinate periods vanish. For
forms that are not closed, the coefficient averages still give Πα, but integrals along individual
coordinate subtori need not give those averages.
Specialize to T 2 = C/(Z+ iZ), with z = x+ iy and g0 = dx2 +dy2. The one-forms dx, dy descend
from the plane even though x, y are not real-valued global functions on the torus. Equation (4.7)
becomes

H0 = R, H1 = R dx⊕ R dy, H2 = R (dx ∧ dy).

The star sends 1 to dx ∧ dy, dx to dy, and dy to −dx; each image is again harmonic. Constant
forms also wedge to constant forms. This last property is special to the flat metric and does not
hold for arbitrary metrics, even on the same torus.

Example 4.6 (A closed representative and its energy). For any real ε, consider

αε = (1 + 2πε cos(2πx))dx = dx+ d
(
ε sin(2πx)

)
.

Its horizontal and vertical periods are 1 and 0, respectively. Its harmonic representative is
therefore dx, and direct integration checks the minimizing property:

∥αε∥2L2 = 1 + 2π2ε2, ∥dx∥2L2 = 1.

For ε ≠ 0, the representative is closed but not harmonic: d∗αε = 4π2ε sin(2πx) ̸= 0. The nonzero
horizontal period prevents dx itself from having a global periodic primitive.

Example 4.7 (Solving the decomposition for an arbitrary one-form). Let α = P dx + Qdy,
where P,Q are smooth and periodic. We seek

α = h+ df + d∗(ψ dx ∧ dy), h = P dx+Qdy,

∫
T 2
f =

∫
T 2
ψ = 0. (4.9)

Since d∗(ψ dx ∧ dy) = ψy dx− ψx dy, the required coefficient equations are

P − P = fx + ψy, Q−Q = fy − ψx.

Taking divergence and curl separates the unknowns:

∆f = −(Px +Qy), ∆ψ = Qx − Py, ∆ = −∂2
x − ∂2

y . (4.10)

This step also explains the solvability condition: the integral of each right-hand side is zero
because the boundary values match on opposite sides of a fundamental square. Each equation
therefore has a unique smooth mean-zero solution by the Fourier construction in Section 3.6.
With Fourier modes e2πi(mx+ny), the solutions for (m,n) ̸= (0, 0) are

f̂(m,n) = −
i
(
mP̂ (m,n) + nQ̂(m,n)

)
2π(m2 + n2) ,

ψ̂(m,n) =
i
(
mQ̂(m,n)− nP̂ (m,n)

)
2π(m2 + n2) .

30



Hodge Theory / Topic 1 Course notes

Set f̂(0, 0) = ψ̂(0, 0) = 0 to impose the normalization. Smoothness follows from rapid decay
of the input coefficients; division by m2 + n2 compensates for the derivative in the numerator.
To verify that the two Poisson equations suffice, subtract the proposed right-hand side of (4.9)
from α. The remainder is closed and coclosed by (4.10), so its coefficients are constant. Their
averages are zero, hence the remainder vanishes. The mean-zero normalization removes the
constant ambiguity in both potentials.
If α is closed, then Qx − Py = 0, so ψ = 0 and α = h + df . Only in this closed case can the
coefficients of h always be read as the horizontal and vertical periods. For example, cos(2πy)dx
has zero harmonic projection but has horizontal integral cos(2πy0) along the loop at height y0.

For a fully numerical instance of all three summands, set f = sin(2πx), β = cos(2πy) dx ∧ dy,
and consider

α = dx+ 2dy + df + d∗β

=
(
1 + 2π cos(2πx)− 2π sin(2πy)

)
dx+ 2dy.

The exact, coexact, and harmonic parts are respectively

df = 2π cos(2πx) dx, d∗β = −2π sin(2πy) dx, h = dx+ 2dy.

Their orthogonality is visible by integrating the sine and cosine terms over the unit square.
Specifically,

∥h∥2L2 = 5, ∥df∥2L2 = 2π2, ∥d∗β∥2L2 = 2π2, ∥α∥2L2 = 5 + 4π2.

Both nonconstant terms have eigenvalue 4π2, so

Gα = 1
4π2 (df + d∗β), d∗Gα = f, dGα = β.

The last identity uses dβ = 0 and dd∗β = ∆β = 4π2β; similarly d∗df = 4π2f . Substituting in
(4.3) recovers the original decomposition exactly.
The period-normalized basis of H1 is [dx], [dy], and∫

T 2
dx ∧ dy = 1,

(∫
T 2
ei ∧ ej

)
i,j

=
(

0 1
−1 0

)
, (e1, e2) = (dx, dy).

This is the nondegenerate alternating Poincaré pairing in degree one.

4.5 Flat metrics, periods, and the four-dimensional pairing

On the same smooth unit torus put gA,B = A2dx2 +B2dy2, with A,B > 0. Its scalar Laplacian
is −A−2∂2

x−B−2∂2
y ; all nonzero Fourier modes still have positive eigenvalues. Thus the harmonic

spaces in every degree remain the constant forms. The representatives of [dx], [dy], and the
integral-one top class remain dx, dy, and dx ∧ dy. But orthonormalizing the coframe gives

∗dx = B

A
dy, ∗dy = −A

B
dx, dVg = AB dx ∧ dy,

and consequently

(
(ei, ej)L2

)
i,j

=
(
B/A 0

0 A/B

)
, (e1, e2) = (dx, dy).
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The Poincaré matrix remains
( 0 1

−1 0
)
. This example separates three objects: a harmonic rep-

resentative, the metric inner product on the harmonic space, and the integration pairing on
cohomology. The first happens to stay fixed throughout this family; the second varies; the third
is topological.
The same distinction is visible for an oblique complex torus C/(Z + τZ), with τ = a+ ib, b > 0.
Using z = x+ τy pulls its Euclidean metric back to

gτ = (dx+ a dy)2 + b2dy2, dVgτ = b dx ∧ dy.

The metric coefficients are constant and positive definite, so again all harmonic forms have
constant coefficients. On harmonic one-forms the two matrices are

(
(ei, ej)L2

)
i,j

= 1
b

(
a2 + b2 −a
−a 1

)
,

(∫
T 2
ei ∧ ej

)
i,j

=
(

0 1
−1 0

)
.

For instance, the star is ∗dx = (a/b)dx + ((a2 + b2)/b)dy and ∗dy = −(1/b)dx − (a/b)dy;
inserting these into

∫
α ∧ ∗β recovers the first matrix. The integral-one harmonic top form is

dVg/b = dx ∧ dy.
In four dimensions, take the standard oriented flat T 4 and write eij = dxi ∧ dxj . All six eij are
harmonic. For the intersection pairing Q(α, β) =

∫
T 4 α ∧ β, use the three ordered pairs

(e12, e34), (e13,−e24), (e14, e23).

Within each pair (u, v) we have u ∧ v = dV and u ∧ u = v ∧ v = 0; products between distinct
pairs vanish because an index is repeated. Hence, in this ordered basis,

Q = U ⊕ U ⊕ U, U =
(

0 1
1 0

)
. (4.11)

The star exchanges u and v in each pair. The six forms (u+ v)/
√

2 and (u− v)/
√

2 therefore
give orthonormal bases of the self-dual and anti-self-dual harmonic spaces, respectively:

dimH2
+(T 4) = dimH2

−(T 4) = 3, Q
∣∣
H2

+
> 0, Q

∣∣
H2

−
< 0.

Here the signs follow directly from
∫
α ∧ α = ±

∫
α ∧ ∗α = ±∥α∥2L2 on the two eigenspaces. The

pairing is symmetric in degree two because (−1)2·2 = 1; this symmetry of Q is a different notion
from self-duality of an individual form.

4.6 Changing the metric: a surface phenomenon

For a conformal change g̃ = e2ug on any oriented Riemannian n-manifold, compactness is
unnecessary: the pointwise inner product on k-forms scales by e−2ku and the volume form by
enu. The defining identity for the star gives

∗g̃
∣∣
Ak = e(n−2k)u ∗g

∣∣
Ak . (4.12)

On a surface, ∗ on one-forms is therefore conformally invariant. For a one-form α, this implies

d∗
g̃
α = e−2ud∗

gα.

The conditions dα = 0 and d∗α = 0 are unchanged on every oriented surface. If the surface is
compact and without boundary, these conditions are equivalent to ∆α = 0. Hence its harmonic
one-forms, and the harmonic representatives of fixed cohomology classes, depend only on the
conformal class of the metric. This is a special feature of the middle degree; it does not assert
that all harmonic representatives are metric independent.
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Remark 4.8 (The full smooth kernel on a noncompact surface). The compactness qualification
cannot be dropped when harmonic means ∆α = 0. On the Euclidean plane, α = x dx satisfies

∆g0α = 0, dα = 0, d∗
g0α = −1.

For g̃ = e2xg0, the preceding formula gives d∗
g̃
α = −e−2x, and consequently

∆g̃α = d(−e−2x) = 2e−2xdx ̸= 0.

Thus the full smooth kernel of ∆ need not be conformally invariant on a noncompact surface,
although the space of closed and coclosed one-forms is.

On the unit torus let gu = e2u(x,y)(dx2 + dy2) with u smooth and periodic. The complete
harmonic spaces are

H0(T 2, gu) = R, H1(T 2, gu) = R dx⊕ R dy,
H2(T 2, gu) = R e2udx ∧ dy.

The representatives of [dx] and [dy] remain dx and dy. Indeed, their stars are still dy and −dx,
so they are both closed and coclosed. The integral-one top-degree class has representative

e2u(x,y)∫
T 2 e2u dx dy

dx ∧ dy.

If u is nonconstant, this differs from dx ∧ dy. In fact

∗gu(dx ∧ dy) = e−2u

is nonconstant, so dx ∧ dy is not harmonic for gu. Thus dx and dy are harmonic while their
wedge is not. The ring structure on cohomology is computed by wedging closed representatives
and, if desired, projecting the result back to harmonic forms. For example, this projection sends
dx ∧ dy to the normalized volume form just displayed: the integral fixes its cohomology class.

Example 4.9 (A metric that changes a harmonic one-form). To see an actual change of
degree-one representatives, choose a smooth positive 1-periodic function ρ(x) and put

gρ = ρ(x)2dx2 + dy2, L =
∫ 1

0
ρ(x) dx, dVgρ = ρ(x)dx ∧ dy.

This changes the two coordinate directions differently. Its star is

∗dx = ρ−1dy, ∗dy = −ρ dx, ∗(ρ dx ∧ dy) = 1.

We can find the representative of [dx] by solving its coclosed condition, rather than guessing.
Seek hx = dx+ df with f = f(x) periodic. Since this is already closed, harmonicity is equivalent
to

0 = d(∗hx) = d

dx

(1 + f ′(x)
ρ(x)

)
dx ∧ dy.

Thus 1 + f ′ = Cρ. Integrating over a period forces 1 = CL, which is exactly the compatibility
condition for a periodic primitive. We obtain

hx = ρ(x)
L

dx, hy = dy, h2 = ρ(x)
L

dx ∧ dy. (4.13)

All are closed, and ∗hx = dy/L, ∗hy = −ρ dx, and ∗h2 = 1/L are closed as well. They are
therefore harmonic. Their coordinate periods, or integral in top degree, are normalized to 1 in
the indicated direction. They give the full spaces

H0(T 2, gρ) = R, H1(T 2, gρ) = Rhx ⊕ Rhy, H2(T 2, gρ) = Rh2.
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One direct completeness check is the global change of circle coordinate s = L−1 ∫ x
0 ρ(t) dt (mod 1).

It gives ds = hx and gρ = L2ds2 + dy2, reducing the question to the rectangular torus.
For a particularly explicit choice, take ρ(x) = 1 + ε cos(2πx) with |ε| < 1. Then L = 1, and

hx = (1 + ε cos(2πx))dx = dx+ d

(
ε

2π sin(2πx)
)
.

The form dx is the harmonic representative for g0, while hx is the harmonic representative of the
same class for gρ. When ε ≠ 0, d(∗gρdx) = d(ρ−1dy) ̸= 0, so dx has lost harmonicity. This does
not contradict conformal invariance: gρ is not a conformal rescaling of g0 in the fixed coordinates.
Finally,∫

T 2
hx ∧ hy = 1, ∥hx∥2L2(gρ) = 1

L
, ∥hy∥2L2(gρ) = L, (hx, hy)L2(gρ) = 0.

The period pairing stays fixed while the actual representatives and their metric lengths are
determined by the metric. The calculation 1 + f ′ = Cρ is a one-dimensional model of the general
analytic strategy: impose the desired differential equation, identify the integral obstruction, and
normalize the remaining kernel ambiguity.

4.7 The hyperbolic upper half-plane and a compact quotient

The following differential-operator formulas are local and require no compactness assumption.
On H = {x+ iy : y > 0} take

ghyp = dx2 + dy2

y2 , dVhyp = dx ∧ dy
y2 .

The oriented orthonormal coframe is dx/y, dy/y. Consequently

∗1 = dx ∧ dy
y2 , ∗dx = dy, ∗dy = −dx, ∗(dx ∧ dy) = y2.

For α = P dx+Qdy, the full computation is

∗α = P dy −Qdx, d(∗α) = (Px +Qy)dx ∧ dy, d∗α = −y2(Px +Qy).

In particular, with our nonnegative convention,

∆f = −y2(fxx + fyy). (4.14)

For a top form RdVhyp, one also obtains

d∗(RdVhyp) = Ry dx−Rx dy.

Now let Γ ⊂ PSL2(R) be a torsion-free cocompact discrete subgroup and let Σ = Γ\H. The action
is by orientation-preserving hyperbolic isometries, so the metric, volume form, and differential
operators descend to a smooth compact oriented surface. Write its genus as q ≥ 2. The forms dx
and dy themselves generally do not descend. To construct global examples, require invariance
under the group.
Let F (z) dz be a holomorphic differential on H satisfying

F (γz)γ′(z) = F (z) (γ ∈ Γ). (4.15)
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This is exactly the condition for the differential to descend to Σ. Write F = P + iQ. Its real and
imaginary parts are

α = P dx−Qdy, ∗α = Qdx+ P dy.

The Cauchy–Riemann equations Px = Qy and Py = −Qx imply

dα = −(Qx + Py)dx ∧ dy = 0, d∗α = −y2(Px −Qy) = 0.

Thus α and ∗α are harmonic downstairs; this direction uses only closedness and coclosedness, not
compactness. Conversely, if α = Adx+B dy is a harmonic real one-form lifted from the compact
surface Σ, the energy identity on Σ makes it closed and coclosed. Thus its coefficients satisfy

Bx −Ay = 0, Ax +By = 0.

These are the Cauchy–Riemann equations for A − iB. Hence α + i ∗ α = (A − iB)dz is an
invariant holomorphic differential. This provides an explicit local dictionary between harmonic
real one-forms and holomorphic differentials. Finding the invariant function F for a specified
group is an additional global problem; the local formula alone does not produce a differential on
the quotient.
The usual cellular calculation for a closed genus-q surface gives b0 = b2 = 1 and b1 = 2q. The
Hodge theorem therefore yields

H0(Σ) = R, dimRH1(Σ) = 2q, H2(Σ) = R dVhyp.

The displayed local dictionary identifies H1(Σ) with the real vector space underlying the q-
dimensional complex space of holomorphic differentials. For any nonzero such real form,∫

Σ
α ∧ ∗α =

∫
F

(P 2 +Q2) dx dy > 0,

where F is a fundamental domain; the integrand is the pullback of the globally defined two-form
α ∧ ∗α. This is Poincaré duality expressed in hyperbolic coordinates. If one uses Gauss–Bonnet,
constant curvature −1 gives Area(Σ) = 4π(q − 1), so its integral-one top representative is
dVhyp/[4π(q − 1)].
Remark 4.10 (Why the upper half-plane itself is different). On the noncompact space H, the
function f(x, y) = y satisfies ∆f = 0 by (4.14), while df = dy ̸= 0. There is no contradiction
with (3.3): neither f nor df has finite L2 norm on all of H, and a global integration by parts
cannot discard the behavior at infinity. The function y also does not descend to a compact
quotient. Compactness and the absence of boundary are substantive hypotheses of the Hodge
theorem proved here.
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5 Exercises and hints

Exercises 1–5 review the topological and pointwise constructions; 6–10 develop the operator and
finite-dimensional arguments; 11–16 connect geometry with global cohomology. Exercises 17–22
use tori to work through the metric, harmonic representatives, Poisson equations, convergence,
and dependence of estimates on geometry. Detailed solutions are in the blackboard companion.

Exercise 1 (A period detects a hole). On U = R2 \ {0} let

η = −y dx+ x dy

2π(x2 + y2) .

Compute dη and its integral around the positively oriented unit circle. Compute Hk
dR(U) in all

degrees. Show that η + d(x/(x2 + y2)) is a different representative of the same class.

Hint. Retract U onto the unit circle; on the circle subtract the average of a periodic coefficient
before integrating.

Exercise 2 (The radial primitive). Using the homotopy F (t, x, y) = (tx, ty), compute Kα for

α = x dx+ y dy, and Kω for ω = dx ∧ dy.

Verify the primitive identities directly. Explain why the same proof cannot contract the punctured
plane to the origin inside itself.

Hint. Kω = 1
2(x dy − y dx); check the factor 1/2 by differentiation.

Exercise 3 (Periods on the square torus). Let α = P dx+Qdy be closed on T 2. Let a, b be its
periods around the horizontal and vertical circles. Prove α = a dx+ b dy + df with f periodic,
unique up to a constant. Compute the matrix of the integration pairing on H1 in the basis
[dx], [dy].

Hint. Pull back to R2, take a primitive, and use the two zero periods to prove its translation
invariance.

Exercise 4 (Use the inverse metric). On R2 with orientation dx∧dy and metric g = 4 dx2 +9 dy2,
compute |dx|2g, |dy|2g, dVg, ∗dx, ∗dy, and ∗(dx ∧ dy). Compute ∥dx+ dy∥2L2([0,1]2,g).

Hint. The orthonormal coframe is 2dx, 3dy; the squared norm of a covector uses g−1.

Exercise 5 (Four-dimensional splitting). With the standard orientation and metric on R4, let

α = dx1 ∧ dx2 + 2 dx3 ∧ dx4 + dx1 ∧ dx3.

Compute ∗α, α± = 1
2(α± ∗α), and α ∧ α. Verify the identity involving |α+|2 − |α−|2. Explain

why α+ is still an alternating tensor.

Hint. ∗(dx1 ∧ dx3) = −dx2 ∧ dx4.

Exercise 6 (Three-dimensional vector calculus). For v = (P,Q,R) on Euclidean R3, write
v♭ = Pdx + Qdy + Rdz. Compute ∗d(v♭) and d∗(v♭), and identify curl and minus divergence.
Evaluate both for v = (−y, x, 0).

Hint. ∗(dx ∧ dy) = dz, ∗(dy ∧ dz) = dx, ∗(dz ∧ dx) = dy.
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Exercise 7 (Signs in the plane). For α = Pdx+Qdy and β = Rdx∧ dy on Euclidean R2, derive

d∗α = −(Px +Qy), d∗β = Ry dx−Rx dy.

Compute ∆α by expanding both terms and canceling mixed derivatives. Test on α = x2dx+xy dy.

Hint. On an oriented Riemannian surface d∗ = − ∗ d∗ in every degree in which the formula is
nonzero.

Exercise 8 (A complete finite-dimensional model). Give C0 = R, C1 = R3, C2 = R their
standard inner products, with

d0(t) = (t, 0, 0), d1(a, b, c) = c.

Write the matrices for both adjoints and for ∆1. Find all three Hodge summands, the cohomology
in each degree, and the harmonic representative of a degree-one class.

Hint. The three coordinate axes in C1 have different roles.

Exercise 9 (Why closure matters). Let A : ℓ2 → ℓ2 be (Ax)j = xj/j. Prove that imA is dense
and not closed. Show that y = (1/j)j≥1 belongs to its closure but not its image. Explain why
(imA)⊥ = kerA∗ does not give an algebraic decomposition ℓ2 = kerA∗ ⊕ imA.

Hint. Every finitely supported sequence is in the image, whereas a preimage of y would have
every entry equal to 1.

Exercise 10 (Harmonic representatives minimize norm). On a compact oriented Riemannian
manifold without boundary, prove directly that an exact harmonic form vanishes. Then show
that a harmonic representative h has smaller L2 norm than every distinct representative of [h].

Hint. Use ⟨h, dβ⟩L2 = ⟨d∗h, β⟩L2 = 0, followed by the Pythagorean identity.

Exercise 11 (A sphere calculation that is global). On the unit round S2, use polar coordinates
away from the poles and put z = cos θ. Compute dz, ∗dz, d∗dz, d(∗dz) and ∆z. Show that ∗dz
is smooth at the poles using ambient coordinates (x, y, z). Compute ∥dz∥2L2 and verify the energy
identity.

Hint. x dy − y dx = sin2 θ dϕ on S2, and
∫

S2 z2dV = 4π/3.

Exercise 12 (An explicit Hodge decomposition). On the flat unit torus, decompose

α =
(
1 + 2π cos(2πx)− 2π sin(2πy)

)
dx+ 2dy

into harmonic, exact, and coexact components, displaying potentials for the last two. Compute
dα, d∗α, and the three squared L2 norms. Is [α] a de Rham cohomology class?

Hint. Use f = sin(2πx) and β = cos(2πy)dx ∧ dy. A Hodge decomposition exists even when the
original form is not closed.

Exercise 13 (Conformal invariance has a degree). For g′ = e2ug on an oriented n-manifold,
derive

∗g′
∣∣
Ak = e(n−2k)u ∗g .

On a closed oriented surface, show that the spaces of harmonic one-forms for g and g′ coincide.
On the square torus with g′ = e2u(dx2 +dy2), find the harmonic representative of the class whose
integral is 1 in degree two.

Hint. The criterion is closed and coclosed; the normalized top form is dVg′/
∫
dVg′ .
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Exercise 14 (A hyperbolic quotient). On H = {y > 0} with g = y−2(dx2 + dy2), compute
d∗(Pdx + Qdy) and ∆f . If F = P + iQ is holomorphic, prove that Re(Fdz) = Pdx − Qdy is
closed and coclosed. Let Γ ⊂ PSL2(R) be discrete and torsion-free. State the condition under
which this form descends to Γ\H; cocompactness is not required for descent or for the closed and
coclosed equations. Finally compute ∆y and dy, and explain why there is no contradiction with
the compact energy argument.

Hint. Descent means F (γz)γ′(z) = F (z); local coordinates themselves need not descend.

Exercise 15 (Two dualities, two signs). Let M be a compact oriented n-manifold without
boundary. Prove Q(β, α) = (−1)k(n−k)Q(α, β) for its integration pairing in complementary
degrees. Explain why the middle pairing is skew-symmetric in dimension two but symmetric in
dimension four. If n = 4, choose a Riemannian metric and prove that Q is positive definite on
harmonic self-dual two-forms and negative definite on harmonic anti-self-dual two-forms.

Hint. Integrate α ∧ α = ±|α|2dV on the two eigenspaces of ∗.

Exercise 16 (A metric changes the representative). On S1 = R/Z, take g = a(t)2dt2 with a > 0.
Find the harmonic one-form with period 1. Specialize to a(t) = 1 + ε cos(2πt), |ε| < 1, and
compare it with dt. What additional structure made dt a distinguished representative initially?

Hint. ∗(b(t)dt) = b/a, so coclosedness means (b/a)′ = 0.

Exercise 17 (The oblique torus). Let Tτ = C/(Z + τZ), with τ = a + ib, b > 0, and write
z = x+ τy with x, y of period one. For the metric g = |dz|2, compute the metric matrix, area,
∗dx, ∗dy, and the L2 Gram matrix of dx, dy. Show that ∗dz = −i dz and ∥dz∥2L2 = 2b. Give
period-normalized harmonic representatives in every degree and compare their metric pairing
with their Poincaré pairing.

Hint. The determinant of the metric is b2. Constant coefficients imply both closedness and
coclosedness for this constant metric.

Exercise 18 (The torus Poisson equation). On the unit flat T 2, prove that ∆u = f has a
smooth solution for smooth f if and only if

∫
T 2 f = 0. Describe all solutions and compute the

mean-zero one for f = sin(2πx) + cos(4πy). For general smooth f , explain why dividing its
nonzero Fourier coefficients by 4π2(m2 + n2) produces a smooth function. Prove the estimate
∥u∥L2 ≤ (4π2)−1∥f∥L2 for the mean-zero solution.

Hint. Separate the zero mode, use Parseval, and use rapid Fourier decay to justify termwise
differentiation of the solution series.

Exercise 19 (One frequency, two projections). On the unit flat T 2, decompose α = cos(2π(x+
y))dx into harmonic, exact, and coexact components. Find mean-zero potentials v, ψ such that
the last two components are dv and d∗(ψdx ∧ dy). Compute their squared norms and verify
orthogonality both pointwise and after integration. Does this form define a cohomology class?

Hint. Project the coefficient vector (1, 0) onto (1, 1) and (1,−1). The two potentials can be
chosen equal.

Exercise 20 (A changing representative on the same torus). Take gρ = ρ(x)2dx2 + dy2 on
R2/Z2, with ρ > 0 periodic and L =

∫ 1
0 ρ. Find the harmonic representatives hx, hy, h2 of

[dx], [dy], [dx∧dy] and their L2 norms. Prove completeness of your list using the circle coordinate
X = L−1 ∫ x

0 ρ(t)dt modulo 1. For ρ = 1 + ε cos(2πx), |ε| < 1, exhibit explicitly the exact
difference hx − dx.

Hint. The metric becomes L2dX2 + dy2. The coordinate X is circle-valued; it is not a globally
defined real primitive for hx.
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Exercise 21 (The intersection pairing of the four-torus). On the unit flat T 4, let eij = dxi ∧ dxj ,
with orientation dx1 ∧ dx2 ∧ dx3 ∧ dx4. Show that the six forms eij are a basis of harmonic
two-forms. In the ordered pairs (e12, e34), (e13,−e24), (e14, e23), compute the three blocks of the
integration pairing. Find b+

2 and b−
2 . For ω = e12 + e34, compute ∗ω, ∥ω∥2L2 , and

∫
ω2.

Hint. Each pair contributes the matrix ( 0 1
1 0 ). Distinguish harmonic forms from arbitrary smooth

self-dual sections.

Exercise 22 (An inverse estimate depends on the metric). Give T 2 the metric gL = L2dx2 +dy2,
with L ≥ 1. Compute the eigenvalue of e2πi(mx+ny), the first positive eigenvalue, and the norm
of the Green operator on the mean-zero L2 subspace. Solve ∆Lu = sin(2πx) with zero mean.
Show that a single bound ∥u∥L2(gL) ≤ C∥∆Lu∥L2(gL) cannot hold for all L ≥ 1 with fixed C.

Hint. Every fixed torus is compact; the loss of a uniform bound occurs as the metric changes
and the first positive eigenvalue tends to zero.
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